
 SUGGESTED READINGS on the LEGISLATURE 
 
 
BOOKS/REPORTS: 
 
Davies, Jack. Legislative Law and Process in a Nutshell. St. Paul, MN: West Publishing, 
1986. 
 
Elazar, Daniel, Virginia Gray, and Wyman Spano. Minnesota Politics and Government. 
Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 1999. 
 
Fiscal Review (A Fiscal Review of the...Session) St. Paul: Minnesota State Senate, Senate 
Counsel and Research. Published annually. Detailed information on state revenues and 
expenditures. 
 
Guide to the Minnesota Senate. St. Paul, MN: Minnesota Senate Publications. Revised 
August 2001. 
 
Hanson, Royce. (With the assistance of Charles Backstrom, Patrick McCormack, and the 
Future of the State Legislature Study Team.) Tribune of the People: The Minnesota 
Legislature and its Leadership. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 1989. 
 
How to Make a Difference: A Citizen’s Guide to State Government. St. Paul, MN: League of 
Women Voters of Minnesota, 1999. 
 
Inside the Legislative Process. Denver, CO: American Society of Legislative Clerks and 
Secretaries, in cooperation with the National Conference of State Legislatures, 1998. 
Updated annually.  
 
Inside the Senate. St. Paul, MN: Secretary of the Senate's Office. Revised August 2001. 
 
Lilley, William, Laurence J. DeFranco, and William M. Diefenderfer III, eds. The Almanac 
of State Legislatures. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly, Inc., 1994. 
 
Loftus, Tom. (Former speaker of the Wisconsin Assembly 1983-1991.) The Art of Legislative 
Politics. Washington, DC: CQ Press, 1994. 
 
Minnesota House of Representatives Legislative Information Manual 2001-2002. St. Paul, 
MN: House Public Information Office, 2001. 
 
Mitau, G. Theodore. Politics in Minnesota. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota 
Press, 1970. 
 
New Laws. St. Paul, MN: Minnesota House Information Office. Published annually. 
 



Perspectives. St. Paul, MN: Minnesota Senate Publications Office. Published semiannually. 
Politics in Minnesota: The Directory, 2001-2002. St. Paul: Minnesota Political Press, Inc. 
 
Rosenthal, Alan. Drawing the Line: Legislative Ethics in the States. Lincoln, Nebraska: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1996. 
 
Rosenthal, Alan. The Ethics Process in State Legislatures: Disciplining Members in a Public 
Forum. Denver, Colorado: National Conference of State Legislatures, 1999. 
 
Rueter, Theodore. The Minnesota House of Representatives and the Professionalization of 
Politics. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, c1994. 
 
Shrewsbury, Carolyn M., and Homer E. Williamson. Perspectives on Minnesota Government 
and Politics. Edina, MN: Burgess Publishing, 1993. 
 
Sibley, Joel H., ed. Encyclopedia of the American Legislative System: Studies of the Principal 
Structures, Processes, and Policies of Congress and the State Legislatures Since the Colonial 
Era. 3 Volumes. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1994. 
 
Wattson, Peter S. Legislative Process in Minnesota. St. Paul, MN: Senate Counsel, State of 
Minnesota, 1997. Also available at: 
http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/departments/scr/treati se/legpro3.pdf  
 
 
PERIODICALS: 
 
BRIEFLY. Minnesota Senate Publications Office. 
 
SESSION WEEKLY. Minnesota House Information Office. 
These two periodicals track the actions of the Legislature during the Legislative session. 
 
POLITICS IN MINNESOTA. Wy Spano and D. J. Leary, editors. 
An insider's look at the personalities in Minnesota politics. 
 
MINNESOTA LAW & POLITICS (Monthly) 
 
 
INTERNET RESOURCES: 
 
The Legislative Web Site includes a great deal of background information on legislative 
activities. Be sure to check the “Publications” link from the main page for a list of reports 
from various legislative offices. http://www.leg.state.mn.us/  
 
 
 



Note: Most of these items are available at area college and university libraries. They are also 
found in the collection of the Legislative Reference Library.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senate documents can be made available in alternative formats by calling: (612)296-0504 
(voice),  
(612) 296-0250 (TDD) or 1-888-234-1212 (toll free) 
 
 


