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The Cotlow Plaintiffs’ proposed Redistricting Congressional District Plan meets all
of the criteria adopted by the Panel in its December 11, 2001 Order. The plan’s
features (see individual Attached Maps) are as follows:

Congressional District 1

This proposed district is comprised of that poftion of rural Minnesota dosest to the
Iowa border. It includes the state’s two southernmost tiers of counties and adds |
Wabasha, Nicollet (which was previously split) and Brown counties from the third
most southern tier. It also includes the city of Elysian from Le Sueur County (which
borders Waseca County) for the sole purposé of achieving population equality.

District 1 is well served east and west by Interstate 90 (as well as US 14) and north

and south by Interstate 35 and US. 169. The proposed district is not dominated by

any single town but includes Rochester and Mankato as its largest cities as well as
the market towns of Albert Lea, Winona, Owatonna, Faribault, Waseca, and Austm
Two campuses of the Minnesota State College system ate in the district (Winona and
Mankato) as well as eight (8) two-year colleges, two (2) technical colleges, and
several private colleges (Carlton, St. Olaf, and St. Marys). The high quality

productive farmland of southern Minnesota is the heartland of this rural but

cosmopolitan District.



Cong:éssional District 2
This fast growing area includes the counties containing the third ring of southern
and western Twin Cities suburbs together with the developing areas just beyond

that third ring. Transportation is good in both the southern part of the district

| (Interstate 35E and 35W, USS. Highways 52 and 61)‘ and in its western part (U.S,

Highways 169 and 212) of the District.

The inner portion of the di_st;rict includes the entire metropolitan counties of Carver
and Scott and the largest geographic part of Dakota, The outer portion is the tier of
counties just beyond them: Goodhue, Rice, Le Sueur, Sibley, McLeod and Meeker
and their major towns: Red Wing, Northfield, Le Sueur, Gaylord, Glenco, Litchfield
and Hastings respectively, Development pressure is simiﬁr throughout the District
as the Twin Cities suburbs continue to push southward. Agriculture is still strong in

this district but development is beginning to impinge upon it. The District includes

‘two technical colleges and a community college.

Dakota County is split (but the city of Ravena no longer will be) because its southern

~ portion has more in common with the adjoining tier of counties than it does with the

county’s inner ring suburbs (e.g. West St. Paul, South St. Paul, Mendota Heights).

Rural Dakota County is included with the rural second district rather than with

suburban Washington County. Lakeville will no longer be split.
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Le Sueur Couﬁty gives up its border town of Elysian to District 1 for the reason .
noted above (but the county is not otherwise split) and Meeker county gives up part
of Forest Preserve township solely for the purposes of arriving at precise population

equality.

Congressional District 3

This District is built around Interstahe’ 94 coming out of Minneapolis and heading for
St. Cloud and the US. Highway 10 corridor to St. Cloud. These two major
transportation arteries dissect the district on a southeast to northwest diagonal with
roughly équal population on each side of the diagonal. The District is created upon
the theory that western Hennepin coimty development is pushing westward toward
Wright County (Delano and Buffalo) making St. Cloud the far end of Metropolitan
development. The second and third ring suburbs of western Hennepin County give
both population and development impetus to this District. While the public
testimony was somewhat in conflict, the consensus of‘opinion in St. Cloud appears
to be thal this corridor is a prime path for future development. Both St. _Cioud and

the corridor to it share a community of interest in that development.

The plan therefore includes western Hennepin County, all of Wright, Sherburne and

Benton counties as well as the metropolitan St. Cloud portion of Stearns County, but



exclud‘es the more rural western portions of Stearns County. The City of Ramsey
(Anoka County) is added because it sits alongside the Highway 10 corridor and is
part of it. Solely for population equality purposes, the District includes a small piece
of Meeker County (from District 2) and a small part of Burns Township {Anoka)

which adjoins the City of Ramsey, Metropolitan Wright will not be split.

Congressional District 4

This District continues to center around Ramsey County (and the city of St. Paul).
There is no factual, historical, or legal justification for splitting Ramsey County. The
district is enlarged to meet population equality requirements by adding St. Paul's
first ring of southern suburbs from Dakota County (West St. Paul, South St. Paul,
Mendota Heights, ahd Inver Grove Heights) whose population is very close in
interest to those of St. Paulites. Indeed, most of these same suburbs have been in the
District for at least 10 years as part of the “Vento District”.. The additional
population needed is formed by adding the balance of Inver Grove Heights (no
longer split) and adjoining portions of Fagan. A strong effort was made to use
Interstate 35E as the boundary with District 2, but the constitutional requirement of

zero deviation rendered total adherence to that effort unworkable.

1 The late Congressman Bruce Vonto represented this District from 1977 untit his death in 2000,
Previously, it was represented by Eugene McCarthy (1948-1959) and Joseph Karth (1958-1976)
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