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The Minnesota Senate Week in Review

Brieffloorsessionheld

SenatorsgatheredforafloorsessionMon.,
Mar.10,andclearedseveral itemsfromthe
Senate Calendar, the Consent Calendarand
General Orders. Membersalsogranted
concurrenceandrepassage toonenbill.

S.F.202,authoredby Sen.David Ten
Eyck (DFL-EastGullLake),validatescertain
conveyancesbyreligiouscorporations,
requires published notice of dispositionsof
certainreal propertyinamarriagedissolu-
tionaction, regulatespropertyheldin
revocabletrustsupon thedissolutionof
marriagesandregulatesspecificdevisesand
distributionsofproperty underthe Uniform
Probate Code. Thebillwasgivenconcur-
renceand repassageona61-Orollcall vote.

Ninebillsweregrantedfinal passageon
theSenateCalendar. S.F. 145, authored by
Sen. LindaRunbeck (R-Circle Pines),
makestechnicalandadministrativechanges
tolawsrelatingtoreemploymentinsurance
and providesforciviland criminal penalties.
S.F.128,carried by Sen. Dan Stevens (R-
Mora), modifiesprovisionsthat prohibit
hunter, trapperandangler harassment.S.F.
424, sponsoredby Sen. CharlesWiger (DFL-
North St. Paul), providesfor the certifica-
tionofeligibility foraposition under county
rules.S.F.78,authored by Sen. John Marty
(DFL-Roseville),changessome provisions
concerningabsenteeballots. S.F.85,carried
by Sen.Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul), pro-
videsfor paymentofclaimsagainstthestate.
S.F.302,sponsoredby Sen. LindaBerglin
(DFL-Mpls.),allowscertaincommunity
healthclinicstooffer healthcareserviceson
aprepaidbasis.S.F.129,authored by Sen.
MarthaRobertson (R-Minnetonka),
providesfor Under-21 Minnesotaidentifica-
tioncards. S.F.96, carriedby Sen.Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley),changescertain
rulemaking requirementsrelatingtopublic
safety.S.F.700,authoredby Sen.Cal Larson
(R-FergusFalls), provides that the offices of
mayor of astatutory cityandfirechiefofan
independentnonprofitfirefightingcorpora-
tionarenotincompatible under specific
circumstances.

Onebillonthe Consent Calendar also
gainedfinal passage. S.F.463, carriedby
Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul),allows
the St. Paul Education Centerand Teacher
Training Institute torentout portionsofthe
buildingduringeveningsandweekendsto
offset the costsofoperations.

Nineadditionalbillsweregiven prelimi-

narypassageonGeneral Orders. S.F.368,
carriedby Sen. Ember Junge (DFL-New
Hope), providesimmunity fromcivil liabil-
ity for personswhopresideatalternativedis-
puteresolutionproceedings. S.F.624, also
sponsored by Junge, modernizingandstand-
ardizingthelawregulating professional busi-
nessorganizations.S.F.417,sponsored by
Sen.Roger D. Moe (DFL-Erskine),autho-
rizesandeconomicdevelopmentauthority
in Becker County. S.F.504, carried by Sen.
BobLessard (DFL-Int'l. Falls), permitsthe
cityof Nashwauktoownandoperateagas
utility. S.F.124, carriedby Sen.Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy),authorizestowns
tochargeandcollectcertainservicecharges.
S.F.641,sponsoredby Sen. LindaBerglin
(DFL-Mpls.), requiresapeerofthetreating
mental healthorsubstanceabuseproviderto
reviewautilizationrevieworganization's
determination nottocertifyamental health
orsubstanceabuseservice. S.F. 745,
authoredby Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-
Mankato), allowscertaintownsandcitiesto
transfer their local boardof reviewduties
andresponsibilitiestothecounty. S.F.221,
carriedby Sen. Dallas Sams(DFL-Staples),
changestheappointmentauthorityforthe
executivedirector ofthe Boardof Private
DetectiveandProtective Agents. S.F. 305,
sponsoredby Sen. Jane Krentz(DFL-May
Township), modifiesandclarifiesprovisions
governinglawsuitsbyprisoninmates.

Primarybymailrejected

Byamarginof4votes, the Senate
rejectedaproposal Thurs.,Mar. 13,allowing
presidential primaryvotingbymail.

Sen. DouglasJohnson (DFL-Tower),
sponsor of S.F. 80, said the currentcaucus
systemisan“unfairandarchaicway of
electing”the Presidentofthe United States.
Hesaidit'stimefor Minnesota“togiveupa
systemthatallows partiestodictatewhowe
elect.” Johnsonoffered anamendmentmak-
ingavoter'sprimary party choiceprivate
information. Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-
Hopkins)opposed theamendment, saying“a
party ismade up of peoplewhoparticipatein
partyactivities, notjust peoplewhovoteon
asingleday.” Headded thatvoters“ought
tobewilling toown up towhich party they
belongto.” Sen. Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.)
alsoopposedtheamendmentandcomment-
edontheexclusionofindependentvoters
becauseoftheparty affiliationdisclosure
requirement. Hesaid“independentsshould
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bedisenfranchisedinaprimaryelection.
Thepointofaprimaryelectionisforaparty
tochooseitsnominee.” Spearadded that
independentshavetherighttovoteina
general election. Theamendmentwas
rejectedonavoicevote.

Continuingwith thebill, Johnsonsaidit
changesthepresidential primarydateto
March1sothat Minnesotavoterscanhave
moreinfluenceindecidingthenominee.
Kelleyspokeagaininfavorof retaininga
caucussystem, sayingthatvotersneedto
talk toeachothertodecide theissuesand
thatcan'tbedoneintheprivacy of their
homes. Hesaid thatinthe Athenean
democracy, people had toshowupatthe
foruminordertovoteandtheycouldn't
“justsendintheirslate.” Headded thata
primaryelectionfavorswell-financed cam-
paignsthatcanaffordanadvertisingcam-
paignand thatthe lawshouldfavorgrass-
rootscampaigns. Johnson counteredthathis
bill doesn’teliminate caucusestodecide
stateand local officeelections.

Sen.EmberJunge (DFL-New Hope)
shifted the focus of the debate to the mail-in
ballotaspect, saying thatamail-inelection
schooldistrictelectioninherdistricten-
countered numerousproblems. Sen. Mark
Ourada(R-Buffalo)concurred, sayingdemo-
cracy takesworkandvotingisaright, re-
sponsibilityandaprivelege. Heurged Sen-
atorstorejecttheeaseof mail-inballoting.
Spear cautioned Senatorsaboutadanger of
mail-invotingforapresidential primary. He
said thatwith the two-week time period
allowedunder thebillfor sendinginballots,
avoter may voteforacandidatewhodrops
outbefore the votesare counted. Onaroll
callvote, the Senate rejected the billwhich
wason General Orders30-34.

Inotheractionasthe Committee of the
Whole, the Senate recommendedthe
passageof H.F.473, carriedby Sen.Charles
Wiger (DFL-North St. Paul). Wigersaid
thebill allows the Metropolitan Council to
implementahealthandwellnessprogram
foritsemployees.

TheSenatealsograntedfinal passageto
allbillsgivenpreliminarypassageon Gen-
eral OrdersMon., Mar.10. Membersalso
grantedconcurrenceand repassagetoS.F.
315. Thebill,authored by Sen. David
Knutson (R-Burnsville),conformsstate laws
tofederal Treasury Dept. laws. Finally,mem-
bersadopted Senate ConcurrentResolution
7,the“Price of Government” resolution.




Committeeupdate

AgricultureandRural
Development
Homesteadbillokayed

Abillincreasingthesizeofagricultural
homestead property thatqualifiesfora
reducedclassratewasadvancedbythe
Agricultureand Rural Development
Committee Thurs.,Mar. 6. Chairedby Sen.
Dallas Sams(DFL-Staples), thecommittee
alsoapprovedbillsongasolinetaxand
turfgrassresearch.

S.F.719,authored by Sen. Keith Langseth
(DFL-Glyndon), raisesfrom 320acresto480
acresthesizeofagriculturalhomestead
propertyeligiblefor lowertaxrates.
Langsethsaid,“Somefarmersaresayingthat
becauseof high taxes, it'sgettingtothe
pointwhereyou're rentingyour landfrom
thegovernment.” Sen.CharlesBerg(Ind-
Chokio) made amotion toamend the bill to
increasetheeligible propertysize to640
acres. Hesaid, “l don'tknowmanyfarmers
whohave lessthan 640acres.” Themotion
wasdefeated. Thebillwasapprovedandre-
referred tothe Committeeon Taxes.

Sen.JimVickerman (DFL-Tracy)
presentedS.F.648,abill thatexempts
farmersfrom payingtaxongasolinereceived
inon-farmbulk storage tankswhenusedfor
tax-exemptpurposes. ChrisLeifeld, director
oflegislative affairsforthe Minnesota
FarmersUnion, testifiedinsupportofthe
bill,andsaid, “Cashflowisgetting tighter
andtighterinrural Minnesota. Thiswould
beanother tool tohelpfarmers.” Thebill
wasokayedand re-referredtothe Commit-
teeonTaxes.

S.F.836,authoredby Sen. LeRoy Stumpf
(DFL-ThiefRiver Falls), providescontinu-
ingsupportforturfgrassresearchand
development. Stumpfsaid, “Minnesotais
thethirdleadingstateinturfgrassproduc-
tion,andthisresearchhelpstostrengthen
thatposition.” Thebillwasreferredtothe
Agricultureand Budget Division.

StumpfalsopresentedS.F.108for
discussiononly. Thebillappropriates
money for seed potato inspection. Hesaid,
“Thereisaneedforadditional facilitiesfor
seed potatoinspection, and the potato
industryisreadytostepinandpayitsshare.
Thebillauthorizesaone-timeappropriation
of $250,000 for the state contribution.” The
billwas laid overfor further consideration.

Dairydiagnosticoverview
TheCarver County Diagnostic Team
presentedanoverviewofitsworktothe
Agricultureand Rural Development
Committee Tues.,Mar.11. Thecommittee,
chairedby Sen. Dallas Sams(DFL-Staples),
alsoadvanced twobills.
“Wehaveatragedyonourhands,”said
Sams, referringtothestateofthedairy
industryin Minnesota. “In December, 120
dairyfarmswerelost;in January, 90. We
havegottotakeabipartisanapproach
towardfindingasolutiontokeepdairy

farmingaliveinMinnesota,” hesaid. Sams
introduced the Carver County Diagnostic
Teamasanexampleofasuccessful program
focusedon helpingthedairyindustry.
VernonOraskovich,anextension
educator and partofthe team, openedthe
presentationandsaid, “Thedairydiagnostic
processisateamapproachtoproblem
solvingonthedairyfarm. Withthis
program, we haveseen increasesinprofit-
abilityand production, improvedefficien-
cies, andchangesinattitude onfarms. And
forevery$1generatedonafarm, $7 passes
throughthecommunity.” Hesaid, “The
ultimate goal of the program isto be self-
sustaining--nopublicfundingorgrants.”
Twobillsregardingdairy development
were presented tothecommittee. S.F. 429,
authoredby Sams, appropriatesmoneyto
funddairydiagnosticteams. Sen. Steve
Dille (R-Dassel), presented S.F. 322, abill
thatestablishesadairydevelopmentgrant
programandappropriates$3.6 millionfor
theprogram. After somediscussion, Sams
proposedadelete-allamendmentfor S.F.

429embracing the language from Dille’sbill.

Theamendmentwasadopted and thebill
wasadvanced tothe Senatefloor. S.F. 322
wasamendedtoincludetheappropriations
fromboth bills,andwas referredtothe
Environmentand Agriculture Budget
Division.

Commerce

Healthcarebillscontinued

TheCommerce Subcommitteeon
Insurance, chairedby Sen. John Hottinger
(DFL-Mankato), continued tohear, Mon.,
Mar. 10, twosimilarbillsrelatingtohealth
careconsumer protectionandassistance.
Thebillswillbeactedonatalater time.

S.F.320,sponsoredby Sen. Deanna
Wiener (DFL-Eagan),andS.F.819,
sponsored by Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-
Dakota), bothcreateastatewide healthcare
consumer assistanceofficeand program.
Thebillsalsoprohibitcontractsthatrestrict
communicationbetweenprovidersandtheir
patients; requiredisclosure topatientsof
healthcareproviderfinancial incentives;
prohibitcontractsoragreementsthat
preventaproviderfromcommunicating
withapatientregardingtheirhealth, care,
ortreatmentoptionsiftheproviderisacting
ingoodfaith;and require healthplan
companiestoprovide continuityofcareand
accesstospecialty carefor someenrollees.
S.F.320specifically createsa taxoffsetfor
theMCHAassessmenttoreducethe
premiumtaxburdenoncertainhealth
insurance purchases;establishesaprocessfor
reviewingstate-mandatedhealthplan
benefits; expandseligibility of
MinnesotaCarePrograms;authorizes public
information projectstoinformuninsured
personsabouttheavailability ofhealth
coverage;andauthorizesemergency medical
servicespilotprojects

Wiener offered twoamendmentstoS.F.
320. Theamendmentsinclude provisions

thatdonotrequirespecificdisclosurebya
health care company of amountspaid to
providers, requirethattheproposed State-
wide Office of Consumer Assistance imme-
diately referconsumersenrolledinastate
employee health plantotheappropriate
stateagency contact-personforassistance,
remove languageestablishingpilotprojects
seekingmethodsofreimbursingemergency
medical providers; changethemeaningofa
healthbenefitproposalstatutorily requiring
ahealthplantoprovideorincreasethe
amountofcoverage thatmustbedelivered
by aspecific type of provider,and provide to
thelegislatureacompleteandtimely
analysisofall ramificationsofany mandated
healthbenefitproposal. The subcommittee
adoptedtheamendments.

Wiener offeredathirdamendmenttoS.F.
320. Theamendmentclarifies the statusof
thecomprehensive healthcareassociation
under Medical Assistanceand General
Assistance Medical Care. Thesubcommit-
teeadopted theamendmentand laid thebill
over pendingfurtherdiscussion.

Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota),author
of S.F.819, offeredanamendmentthat
clarifiesthedefinitionof patient; deletes the
definitionof financial risk thatisinconsis-
tentwithfederal regulations;changes
language requiringdisclosurecofprovider
financial incentives; deletesadditional
requirements,suchassurveyfindings, from
billingsandexplanationssenttopatients;
anddeletesthe certificate of compliance
requirementsfororganizationsthathave
contractswiththestate.

JohnMarty (DFL-Roseville), offeredan
amendmenttoS.F.819including language
requiring health planenrolleestobe pro-
videdwiththegeneral natureofreimburse-
mentmethodologiesused by the healthplan
topayproviders, requireshealthcare provid-
erstoprovideasummaryofanycomplaint
resolution processavailabletopatients,
requireshealthcareproviderstoinform
patientsofanyspecialistreferral procedures
thatwill coordinate the patient'sprimary
andspecialtycare, requiresthehealthcare
consumerassistanceprogramtoconducta
voluntarysurveyofself-insuredplansto
determinetheircompliancewithexisting
law, and prohibits the denial of non-
emergency healthcoverageand providefor
medical servicesthatareasonableperson
wouldbelieve tobe necessary. Theamend-
mentfailed.

Sen. EdwardOliver (R-Deephaven),
offeredanamendmentthathesaidwould
restorethebills’ originalintentofcreating
consumer protection. Theamendment
establishesaninformal complaintresolution
process,addressesmedicallyurgentcom-
plaints, requiresahealth plancompanyto
makeavailabletoenrolleesaninternal
appealsprocesstoresolveconsumercom-
plaints, requireshealth plancompaniesto
makeavailabletoenrolleesanalternative
disputeresolutionprocesstoappeal health
plancompanyinternalappeal decisions,and
providesthatanenrolleemayappeala




responsetoacomplaintthroughthe
company’sinternalappeal process. The
committeeapprovedtheamendmentand
laidthebill over for further consideration.

AtasubsequentmeetingWeds.,Mar. 12,
thepanel approvedbothbillsand forwarded
themtothefull Commerce Committee.
Subcommitteeactioncameaftermembers
adoptedamendmentsclarifyingthatlabor
unionsandself-insuredswereexemptfrom
thebillsprovisions. Inaddition,members
adoptedanamendmentto S.F.320that
deleted provisionsthatwerecontainedin
S.F.819. Membersalsoadoptedanamend-
menttoS.F.320thatdeleted provisions
relatingto Medical Assistanceand MCHA
eligibility.

SubcommitteemembersalsoendorsedS.F.
960, athirdmeasure providingfor patient
protection. Thebill, sponsored by Sen.
LindaBerglin(DFL-Mpils.),inadditionto
otherconsumer protectionsalsorequires
health plancompaniestoprovide continuity
of careandaccesstospecialty carefor
certainenrollees. Themeasurewasalso
advanced tothefullcommittee.

Fourbillsadvance

The Commerce Committee, chaired by
Sen.Sam. Solon (DFL-Duluth),approved
fourbills, Tues.,Mar. 11.

S.F.762,authoredby Solon, separatesand
moves language relating specifically to
disability orincome protection coverageout
ofthe provisionscoveringmedical insur-
ance. Solonsaidthattheoriginal language,
draftedin 1937, doesnotdifferentiate
between healthinsurance, thataddresses
medical problems,anddisability coverage
thatdealswithincomeloss. Hesaid that
thebillmakesnosubstantial changeto
currentlaw. Thecommitteeapprovedthe
billand sentittothe Senatefloor.

S.F.731,sponsored by Keith Langseth
(DFL-Glyndon), providesasubtractionfrom
taxable income for the purchase of long-
termcareinsurancepolicieshavingalump-
sum,single-premium. Langsethsaidthata
taxsubstractiononsuch policieswould
encourage personstopurchasethecoverage
toprotecttheirassetsandtodiscourage the
transfer of theirassetsprior totheir becom-
ingill. Thecommittee re-referredthebill to
theCommitteeon Taxes.

S.F.865,sponsoredby Sen. Deanna
Wiener (DFL-Eagan),establishesterms
relating tothe operation of rent-to-own
businesseswithinthestate. Wienersaid
thatthebill allows those with poor or no
creditratingstopurchaseproductsthatthey
mightotherwisegowithout. SenatorsAllen
Spear (DFL-Mpls.)and John Marty (DFL-
Roseville) opposed thebill. Both Spearand
Marty pointed outwhattheyfelttobe
usuriousandexploitative rateschargedto

thoseindividualswhocan leastafford topay.

Wiener offeredanamendmenttothebill
allowingrent-to-owncustomerstoreduce
coststhroughprocuringcashorcreditterms
fromsourcesotherthantherent-to-own.

Thecommitteeadopted theamendmentand
sentthebill to the Senatefloor.

S.F.860, sponsoredby Sen. Edward Oliver
(R-Deephaven),authorizestheregistration
inMinnesotaofsmall corporatesecurity
offeringsof$5ormorewhentheaggregate
offering price of the securitiesdoes not
exceed $1 million. Thecommittee approved
thebilland sentitto the Senatefloor.

CrimePrevention

Backgroundchecksbillsadvance

Sen.Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul) ex-
plainedthatS.F.950,abill toamend the
schoolemployeebackground check law, is
theresultofcollaborative effort between the
MEA, MFT, the DepartmentofChildren,
Familiesand LearningandLegislators. The
billwasheardatthe Mon., Mar.12, meeting
ofthe Crime Prevention Committee. The
billallowsschool hiringauthoritiestoshare
informationfrombackgroundchecksif
certaincriteriaare met. Accordingtothe
bill, nonstate residentsofferedemployment
inaMinnesotaschool mustbe subject, at
theirownexpense, toabackground check
throughthe BCAandtheother state’s
equivalent. Thebillwasapprovedbythe
committee, chaired by Allan Spear (DFL-
Mpls.),andwas senttothefloor.

S.F.395,authoredby Sen. Claire Robling
(R-Prior Lake)expandscurrentlawthat
requirespersonsconvictedofcertaincrimes
toprovideabiological specimenfor the
purposeof DNAanalysisprior tobeing
released from prison. Robling'sbillincludes
those convicted of committingfirst-degree
murderwhilecommittingcertaintypesof
sexual conduct. Thebillwasrecommended
topassandsenttothefloor.

SpearpresentedS.F.31,abill concerning
non-funded probation provisions,which
passedthe Senatelastsessionbutdidnot
make ittothe Housefloor. Thebill formal-
izesthecurrentpracticeof defaulting respon-
sibility foradultfelonsinnon-CCAcounties
tothe Departmentof Correctionsand man-
datesprobation providerstocompileauni-
formdatabase. Itrequiresthatthecommis-
sionerof correctionsreview provider proced-
uresbeforeissuingcaseload reductiongrants.

Thebillincreasescounty responsibility,
requiringcountiestoprovideadultmisde-
meanorandjuvenile probationservices. Joel
Alterofthe Legislative Auditor’soffice
spoke about the complexity of Minnesota’s
probationsystem, whichutilizes42different
providersandmultiplefundingstreams.
Other states, hesaid, arelesscomplex. The
fSlpearbillwas approvedandsenttothe

oor.

S.F.330,alsoauthoredby Spear, extends
state tortlimitstonon-profitcorrections
treatmentfacilities. Spearsaid thecontinued
existenceof manysupplementary non-profit
programswillbeinjeopardyiftheydon'tget
somereliefintermsofliability. Thebillwas
approvedwithrecommendationtopassand
re-referredtothe Judiciary Committee.

Sen. Ember Junge (DFL-NewHope)
presentedS.F.609. Thebill providesthat
violatorsofordersfor protectionissued out
of state can be convicted in Minnesota. The
billwasapprovedandsenttothefloor.

S.F.234,abillauthored by Sen. Steven
Morse(DFL-Dakota)stiffensrequirements
for background checksfornursinghomeand
home healthworkers. Jerry Kerberofthe
Departmentof Human Servicessaid thebill
representsthesuggestionsofataskforce
comprised of homecare professionals, the
DepartmentofHealth, and countyattor-
neys,amongother participants. Thebill lists
thecrimesthatwouldbeconsidered
legitimatebarrierstohire. Also, thebill
specifiesthe length of the look-back periods,
whicharelongerdependingontheseverity
ofthecrime. Sen.JaneRanum (DFL-Mpls.)
mentioned thatsometimesconvictionsare
pleddownandnotindicative of the
seriousnessofthecrime.

Sen. LindaBerglin(DFL-Mpls.)expressed
some concernfor pastoffenderswhogenu-
inely seek rehabilitation butare notgiven
thechancetoreintegrate. Hercomments
wereechoed by DanCain,whoheadsa
chemical rehab program. He told the com-
mittee thatthebill codifieswhatisalreadya
procedural problem. Hedetailed thepitfalls
ofthecomprehensiveapproach, sayingthat
somecrimesare notrelated tothe jobfor
whichanapplicantisapplying.“lwould
ratherseeacheck-bouncerbeingachemical
dependency counselorthanawife-beater
carryingagun.” Furthermore, hesaid,a
rehabilitated offendercanbeanimportant
rolemodel insometypesof programs.

Thebillwaslaidover for furtherdiscus-
sion.

Prisonprivatizationdebated

“We're prison people,” JohnRees, vice
presidentof newbusinessdevelopmentfor
Corrections Corporationof America, said
whenaskedby Chair Allan Spear (DFL-
Mpls.) if CCAwouldconsider managinga
state-builtprisonatRush City. The Crime
Prevention Committee heldanevening
meeting Mon., Mar. 10, to hear responsesto
anearlier presentation by theprivatefirm
proposingtobuildand runthestate’snew
maximumsecurityfacility.

TheDepartmentof Administrationmade
itscasefor stayingthecourseof plannedcon-
struction.“EverydaypastMarch 15ththat
statewaitsincreasesescalationofexpenses,”
said Building Construction Director Bruce
Taber.Hereminded the panel thatthestate
hasalreadyspent$7.5millionondraining
andcreatingwetlandsatthesiteinprepara-
tionfor the complex’seasthousing pad.

“Wearen'tgoingtoattack CCA,” Deputy
Commissioner of Corrections Dennis
Bensonsaid, “Webelieve some privatization
aroundthemarginsisfiscally responsible.”
Hewentontoadd, however, thatthe
departmentcouldnot, after conferringwith
unions,analyzingtreatmentprogramsand
otherrequirements, “responsibly runaclose




Committeeupdate

custody prisonat$55aday.” Spear askedfor
clarification, “Youcouldn'tdoitat that
priceor noonecould?”Benson responded
that“thedepartmentdoesnotsupport
privatizationatthiscustody levelin
Minnesota.” Whathappens, said Benson,
when prison populationslevel off?When
for-profitcompaniesdon’tseeaprofit?

David Cristofthe DOC spokeon CCA
programming, detailing their useof“quiet
chairs”and“relationshipchairs”and
“companionshipcontracts.” Hesaid, “We
hadaprogramlike thatin Minnesotainthe
seventies, butwe phaseditoutbecauseit
didn'twork.”When Sen. Thomas Neuville
(R-Northfield)countered that CCAlisteda
recidivismratefor programparticipants
much lowerthan Minnesotarates, Cristsaid
that CCAwasn'tcountingrearrests,which
Minnesota’'sauditorshadincluded.

AFSCME representative Tom Beertook
CCAtotaskforwhathecalled blatantly
anti-union policies. Hesaid thatinaddition
tocontractingprimarily inright-to-work
stateswith littleunionizedlabor, the
company hasandwill continue toinvoke
thePlantGuardRuletoderail unionization.
TheNLRB rule,accordingtoBeer, specifies
thatunlessthehiringentity gives permis-
sion, private sector guardscannotbelongto
aunionotherthananexclusiveguard
union. Thisiswhy, he said, AFSCME is not
abletorepresentguardsat Appleton.

Reesreiterated thecompany’'spromiseto
runthe prisonat$55 perday, including debt
service. Reeswasflanked by CCA’s new
labor expert, Mike Grodifenwhoassuredthe
panelthat CCAbrassisindeed comfortable
withunionlabor. Inclosing, Reesreminded
the panelthat CCAwouldbuildaprisonfor
$55million, asopposed tothe state’'s $89
millionestimate.

Backgroundchecksokayed

TheCrime Prevention Committee,
chairedbyAllan Spear (DFL-Mpls.), heard
fourbillsWed. Mar. 12.

S.F.234,aDept.of Human Services
licensingbill dealingwithbackground
checks,authoredby Sen. StevenMorse
(DFL-Dakota)wasthesubjectofdebatein
thewake of compellingtestimonyatthe
committee’sMon., Mar. 10hearing. Empha-
sizingthatthebillsimplystandardizespro-
ceduresalreadyintherules, Minnesota
Healthand Housing Association representa-
tive Nicole Otto pointed out the bill'sim-
provementsovercurrentlaw. “Rightnow,”
shetoldthe panel, “ahousekeeper is not
subjecttobackgroundchecks, butanurse’s
aidis. Thehousekeeperhasasmuchaccess
tothevulnerableindividualanditemsof
value,andthereisnoreasonthatperson
shouldnothavetoclearabackground
check.” Shealso pointed out that the bill
giveshiringentitiesmuchmoreleewayin
reconsideration of backgroundcheck find-
ings. “Now,”shesaid, “thereisdisqualifica-
tionof 15yearsforallcrimes. Thebill classi-
fiescrimesbyseverityandassignsshorter
look-backsfor lessseriousconvictions.”

Sen. Ellen Andersen (DFL-St. Paul)ex-
pressedconcernaboutbill provisionsallow-
ingfor disqualification based on preponder-
ance ofevidence. Morsesaid theopportunity
forsubjectivityalreadyexistsinrule.When
Sens.WarrenLimmerand Andersonvoiced
reservationsaboutvotingforthebill without
closerexamination, Ottosuggested thatthe
body approve thebilland formatask force
torevisitflawedsections. Sen. LindaBerglin
(DFL-Mpls)concurred, saying thatbill
language requiringthingslikeexpeditious
investigationofallegationsagainstemploy-
eesmakesitworthyofpassage. Thebillwas
okayedandre-referred tothe Governmental
OperationsCommittee.

Fifteen-yearoldformergangmember
JonathanYamour testifiedinsupportof
Berglin'shill,S.F.172, requestingfunding
foryouthservicegrantsthatwouldallowfor
non-monetary compensationforcommunity
serviceindepressedcommunities. Yamour
said thatafter hisbestfriendwaskilled, he
begandoingcommunity service togetposi-
tive. RepresentativesfromCommonweal,a
barter-for-communityserviceorganizationin
theprocessofsettingupaself-fundingcycle
of serviceformerchantdiscountstestified
thatsupportwasstronginthecommunity.
State money, said Berglinwouldpayforadult
supervisionandprogramoversight. Thebill
wasapprovedandre-referredtothe Crime
PreventionandJudiciary BudgetDivision.

S.F.944, authoredby Sen. JaneKrentz
(DFL-May Township), requiresthatlaw
enforcementagencieshavingknowledgeofa
juvenile usingtobaccomustreportittothe
child’'sschool, whichinturnmustreferthe
matter tothedrugcounselingprogram
withintheschool. Sen. Thomas Neuville
(R-Northfield) questioned theseriousnessof
smoking.“It'sagainstthelaw,”saidKrentz,
“Ifyoudon'tlike the law, then we should
changethelaw.” Neuville thensuggested
citingthejuveniles. Sen.Ember Junge
(DFL-NewHope) responded, “It'salready
illegal for themtosmoke, and they doget
cited. Thisjustmakessure schoolshave
knowledge of theactivity.” Thebillwas
approvedandre-referredtothe Children,
Familiesand LearningCommittee.

Sen.RandyKelly (DFL-St. Paul) pre-
sented S.F. 271, requestingcontinuedfund-
ingfor citiesgrants, whichfundcrime pre-
ventionprogramsinclassonecities. LaRue
Fieldsofthe Minneapolis Urban Leaguesaid
hercurfewcentereducatesjuvenilesthat,
“it'snotokay tobe hangingoutonthestreet
attwoa.m.” Fieldssaidtheprogramhas
savedlives. Thebillwasapprovedandre-
referredtothe Budget Division.

EconomicDevelopment
BudgetDivision

Citizenshipbillokayed
Abillestablishingastatewidecitizenship
programwasapprovedWeds. Mar.12, by
the EconomicDevelopmentBudget
Division. Chairedby Sen. Tracy Beckman
(DFL-Bricelyn), thecommitteealso

reviewed the Dept. of Commerce budget.

S.F.331,authoredby Sen. Ellen Ander-
son (DFL-St. Paul), isabill thatauthorizes
theestablishmentandfundingofastatewide
citizenshippromotion program. Anderson
proposedanamendmentmakingthe
councilsof color--the Councils of Asian-
PacificMinnesotans, Black Americans,and
Chicano-LatinoAffairs--theadministrators
oftheprogram. Theamendmentwas
adopted. Jim Andersonfromthe Ramsey
County Human Services Office spokein
supportofthebill and said, “We need to
establishastatewideapproach totheissueof
citizenship. Mostofthe programsnowin
placearetoosmalltomeetthedemandand
tooperateonastatewide level. Thereis
suchabacklog of peoplewaiting for
citizenshipthatwithanintensiveeffortfor
fouryears, we'llcatchup.” Lee Pao Xiong,
Director of the Council on Asian-Pacific
Americans, said, “Thisisnotonlyabout
welfare reformandhelping peoplewhowill
beaffectedbyit. Therearepeopleallover
thestatewhoare notinpovertyandwho
wanttobeapartofthe political process, to
be Americans.” Anamendment, proposed
by Sen. LindaRunbeck (R-Circle Pines),
mandatingalladministrative jobsfundedby
thebilltobe temporarypositionswas
adopted. Thebillasamendedwasokayed
andadvanced tothe Jobs, Energy,and
Community Development Committee.

Tammy McGlone of the Dept. of Com-
merce presented thedepartment'sbudget
initiatives. Theagencybudgetplan
includeslicensefeestandardization,an
increaseinself-insurancefees,wageand
expenseincreasesof2.5percent,andan
increase infundingforthe Petroleum Tank
Release CleanupFundProgram.

EducationFinance

Schooladministratorstestify
ChairKeith Langsethandthe Education
Finance Committeegotanopportunity
Wed., Mar. 12 toask prominentschool
administratorswhattheyandteacherson
thefrontlineswantintheway ofstate
policyandresources.
Leadingthestreamoftestimony, Superin-
tendentof St. Paul Public Schools Curman
Gainesbegan by profiling hisdistrict. We
have, inSt. Paul, attributesofolder systems,
butwe'velearnedfromthemandaretrying
toavoidsome pitfalls.” The student popula-
tionof43,700is, hesaid, growingatarate of
1,100 peryear. Enrollmentis54 percent
studentsofcolorvs. the St. Paul population,
whichis 20 percentpersonsofcolor. Levies,
hesaid, have notpassedinthecity,andthe
reasonisthatresidentscan'taffordmore
taxes. “l don'tbelieve that'snecessarily
true,” hesaid, “butwhenthetaxpayers
speak, we havetolisten.”Whenasked by
Sen. MarthaRobertson (R-Minnetonka)
aboutthedistrict'sdropoutrate, Gainessaid
thatalthoughitisofficially tabulated at40
percent, hefindsthe methodofcalculation
misleading because of the mobility of the
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inner-city population.“Thesekidsare
countedasdropoutsifthey leavethesystem
mid-year, butwe knowthattheir reasonsfor
leavingmay have todowithother factors
thanwhether theyweresucceedingin
school,” he said. Amongother things,
Gainesaskedthe panelfor moreflexibility
intermsofcharterschoolsanddiscretionary
dollarsfordistricts.

Peter Hutchinsonofthe Public Strategies
Group jokedthatwhenhewasfirstcon-
tractedtohead the Minneapolis Public
Schools, somereferredtohimasthe“Supdu
Jour.” Thatkind of cynicism, hesaid, isthe
upshotofthesortofquick-change
policymakingthathasbecomeall too
familiartoschool systemsacrossthecountry.
TheMinneapolisschoolshave tremendous
obstacles, hesaid, pointingout that the
numberofkidsinspecial educationin
Minneapolisand thedistrict's pool of non-
Englishspeakingstudentscouldqualifyas
the27thand28thlargestdistrictsinthe
state. Resultsofthepastyear'sassessments,
however, haveshownthelargestgainsin
thelastsixyearsintermsof decreasingthe
gapbetweenstudentsatlowerandhigher
incomelevels.

HutchinsondescribesPSG'seffortsto
empower sites inthedistrictwhilemain-
tainingthecentralizedkindsof purchasing
andumbrellaprogramsthatbenefitfroma
larger scaleand make good economicsense.
Hecalledfor continuation of state perfor-
mancegrantsthathavebeenusedto
successfullylevyvastimprovementsin
school performance.

Districtphilosophy, hesaid, hasbeento
achieveastructureinwhichemployeesare
eitherteachingordirectly supporting
teaching. Hesaid thegreatestchallengeis
breakingwithpastprocedure,aswhenthe
districtimplemented itsblock-scheduled
days. “Itwasimportanttostandbackand
recognize that45minuteclassperiodsare
notahardandfastrule,”hesaid. When
askedwhatthe Legislaturecoulddotohelp,
Hutchinson replied concisely, “Resource
theseschools.”

ElectionLaws

Campaignfinancereformbillfails
OnMon.,Mar.10,Chair John Marty
continued presentationof hiscampaign
financereformbill, S.F.708. Aftera
successfulauthor'samendmentallowingfor
lobbyingonaconstitutionalamendmentto
begovernedbylobbyinglawsduringsession
andby political actioncommittee laws
duringacampaign, Martyofferedan
amendmentspecifyingthatacampaign
committeecannotmakeindependent
expenditurestoinfluence othercampaigns.
Sen.Ember Junge (DFL-NewHope) spoke
inoppositiontothe language, sayingthat
transfersoffundsarealreadyillegal.
Jungealsoopposedbill languagewhich
shesaidweakensthe partiesbyencouraging
thecreationof affiliates thatwould notbe
subjecttothesamerestrictions. Junge

suggesteddeletingindependentexpenditure
language. Shereferenced Marty'sprevious
attemptstoregulatesuchspendingacrossthe
board, butsaid thatinthewake of court-
determinedunconstitutionalities, remedies
arenowpiecemeal andthus, discriminating.
Thebill'smainfunctionistosubstitute
finesfor criminal penaltiesinthecaseoflate
filingsorviolationsof spending limits. Junge
suggested thatthedefault$1,000penalty
amountproposedinthebillistoohigh,and
posited thataminoraccountingerrorcould
resultinanextremefine. Sheand Sen.
Carol Flynn (DFL-Mpls.) asked thatcounsel
draftlanguageinvokingsomesortof
reasonabilitystandardwithregardtothe
penalty the Ethical Practices Boardwouldbe
empoweredtoexact. The languagewas
fashioned butthebillwasdefeatedona
voicevote.
JungepresentedS.F.478,another
campaignfinance reformbill, many provi-
sionsofwhichwereincludedinlastyear’s
large reform package vetoed by thegovernor.
Thebill providesfor penalty of payback of
statecampaignsubsidy for violationofthe
Fair CampaignPractices ActJunge,who
doesnotsupportmail balloting, providesin
thebill for voterstocastvotes 30daysprior
toanelectionatapolling placedesignated
by thecounties. Thebillmakesitillegal to
publishmaterial intending toinfluence the
outcomeofanelectionwhichisfalseorwith
recklessdisregardforwhetheritisfalse.
Jungeattemptswiththebilltoremedially
addresstwosituationsarisinginthelegisla-
tureduringthepastyear. Inresponsetothe
recentfindingsthatformerRep. JeffBertram
hadabused the campaigncontribution
reimbursementprogrambydistributing
refundvoucherstonon-contributors,Junge’s
billclearly definessuchdistributionasa
grossmisdemeanor.
Jungesaidthebillalsoattemptsto
respondtothecircumstancesofthe John
Deruselectioncontestbyauthorizingthe
courtstoprocessclaimsagainstthirdparty
actionduringelections. Sen. Mark Ourada
(R-Buffalo)objected, saying that the power
togovern legislativeofficeelectionsrests
withtheLegislatureitself. Jungeindicated
thatthe Legislatureisexercisingthatpower
by putting policy intolaw. Flynnalso
expressedconcernaboutbill languageinthis
area, sayingitmay be toospecifictothe
kindofthird partyactivityevidencedinthe
Deruscase. Shementioned other typesof
thirdpartyactionsandsuggestedthe
committeemightwanttoconsiderbroader
thirdparty possibilitiesbeforeapprovingbill
language. Thebillwaslaidover for further
consideration.

EnvironmentandNatural
Resources
Septicsystemsdiscussed

“The Pollution Control Agency (PCA)
heldhearingsaboutthe problem,andthis

billistheresult,”said Sen. Leonard Price
(DFL-Woodbury)abouthisbill, S.F. 389,

establishingindividual sewagetreatment
system(ISTS)standards. Thebillwasheard
inthe Environmentand Natural Resources
Committee, Mon., Mar. 10.

Price highlightedasectionthathecalled
a“giantprovision”inthebill thatallows
localgovernmentstoadoptstandardsother
thanthose developed by the PCA. Hesaid
thelocal standardscan takeintoconsider-
ationsuchfactorsassoil classification,
vegetation, systemtypeandusage, local well
placementandsystemdensity. Sen. Steve
Dille (R-Dassel) said thatthebill gives the
PCAcommissioner “reviewandcomment”
authorityoverthelocal standards, butasked
ifthecommissionerdid nothaveapproval
authority. PCArepresentative Gretchen
Sabel saidthatiscorrect.

Roseau County Boardmember Jeff
Pelowski testified about the local inspection
provisionsofthebill. Hesaid he supports
thebill, butconsidered the local inspection
requirementtobeanunfunded mandate.

He said that Roseau County could notafford
theestimated $100,000 for twomore inspec-
tors. Sen. Steve Morse (DFL-Dakota) asked
ifthebill requiressite visitation by inspec-
tors. Sabel said thatsitescouldbeinspected
by photographsandtheinspectorsaren't
requiredtobeonsite.

Committee Chair Bob Lessard (DFL-Int'l.
Falls) laid thebill over for further consider-
ation.

Toxicscompromiseadvances

Abillrepresentingacompromise between
environmentalandbusinessinterestson
Minnesota’s Toxicsin Products (TIP) law
wasapproved bythe Environmentand
Natural Resources CommitteeattheWeds.,
Mar. 12, meeting, butonly after the
committee rejectedarepeal of the law. The
bill, S.F. 184, carried by Sen. Dan Stevens
(R-Mora), nowgoes tothe Environment
and Agriculture Budget Divisionfor further
consideration.

Stevensinitially presented hisalternative,
S.F.183, abill repealing the toxicslaw. He
saidthatunderthelaw, manufacturers
located outside the state cansell their
banned productsinthestate, butMinnesota
companiesare prohibitedfrommanufactur-
ingthoseproducts. Therepealerbillwaslaid
asidetodiscussthecompromisebill.

Stevenssaidthat thetoxicsregulated by
thelawarelead, mercury,cadmiumand
chromium,andthatproductscontaining
those toxicswill be banned after July 1,
1998. Cathy Berg Moeger of the Pollution
Control Agency (PCA),saidthatS.F.184
establishesatoxicsadvisory councilto
review productssubject to the ban forwhich
themanufacturercanfindnoalternative.
Thecouncilwill then recommend that the
PCAcommissioner either ban the product
orgrantanexemption.

MikeRabertson, representingthe
MinnesotaChamber of Commerce, saidthe
chamberfavorsarepeal of TIP,butadded
thathe“could live with the compromise
agreement.” Brett Smithofthe SierraClub
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said good faith effortswentintoreaching the
compromiseand thathewas‘“takenaback by
the‘dual track’strategy” of movingboth
bills. Committee ChairBob Lessard (DFL-
Int'l. Falls)said thatalthough TIP“doesn’t
makesense,” hedidn'tlike the ideaoftying
thecompromisetotherepeal. Stevens
defendedthestrategy, sayinglastyear he
only procededwithacompromisebillbut“it
gotsteamrolled intheother body.” Hesaid
therepealerbill ishis“aceinthe hole.” The
committeerejectedthedual track strategyand
onlyapproved the compromisebill.

Thepanelalsoheard S.F.900, sponsored
by Sen. JanetJohnson (DFL-NorthBranch).
Thebilldeletes referencestoadefunct
toxicsinformationclearinghouse,and
replacesthemwithotherreferences. The
ﬁi llwasapprovedandsenttothe Senate

oor.

FamilyandEarly Childhood
EducationBudgetDivision

Childcarebillsheard

Early Childhood Education Budget
Divisionmembersheardtwobillsrelatingto
childcare, Fri.,Mar.7.

S.F.690,authoredby Sen. LindaHiggins
(DFL-Mpils.), givesfirstpriorityforchild
careassistance, undertheslidingfee
program, toparentsreceiving basicsliding
feeassistance inthe county of their resi-
dence, butwhomovetoadifferentcounty.
Under thebill, the county of former
residence mustcontinuetoprovidebasic
slidingfeeassistance tothe parentsuntil
fundingisavailable inthe newcounty.
Other provisionsofthebill give second
prioritytoeligiblenon-AFDC familiesin
needoffurthereducationtopursueemploy-
ment,andathirdpriority designationis
giventoparentswhohavecompleted their
AFDCtransitionyear.

Thebillwaslaidover pendingthearrival
ofinformatioaboutthebill'sfiscalimpacton
counties.

Sen.SandraPappas(DFL-St. Paul),
authoredS.F.870,abill providingfor the
establishmentofchildcareserviceintegra-
tiondemonstrationprojectsservingchildren
age12yearsandunder. Thebill provides
thatthethree-yeardemonstration projects
mustintegrate Head Start, special needs
programs, familychildcarecenters, learning
readiness,andearlychildhoodeducation
programsandexpandsaccesstothebasic
childcareslidingfee program. Inaddition,
thebillrequiresthatchildcareintegration
plansmustincorporatecareer development
forchildcareproviders,includemeasurable
outcomes, andrequiresthatbetween70and
80percentoffundsappropriatedforthe
plansbeusedtoincreasetheslidingfeescale
to125percentofthestate’smediumincome
for useinprojectcommunities.

Pappasprovidedthedivision,chaired by
Sen. PatPiper (DFL-Austin),ademonstra-
tionofvariedchallengesconfrontingchild
careproviderswhensheinvitedproviders

andtheir pre-schooland school-agechildren
toparticipateinthemeeting.

_ S.F.870waslaidover forfurtherdiscus-
sion.

Homelesspersonshillokayed
Early Childhood EducationBudget
Divisionapprovedabill relating toassis-
tancefor homeless people, Weds., Mar.12.
S.F.403,authoredby Sen. Ellen Ander-
son(DFL-St. Paul),establishesanemer-
gencyservicesgrantprogramtoprovide
homelesspersonswithessential servicesand
emergencyshelter;assistsorganizationsto
improvethequality ofexistingshelters;
makesavailableotheremergency housing;
requiresthecommissionerof Children
Familiesand Learningtomakegrantsto
ensurethatemergencyservicesareavailable
state-wide;andrequiresgrantrecipientsto
makeavailabletothecommissioner
informationonthe numberofpersons
seekingemergencyshelterandthereasons
why. Thebillalsoappropriatesanasyet
undeterminedamounttothecommissioner
fortheemergencyservicesgrantprogram,
thetransitional housing program,andforthe
housingdevelopmentfund, tobe usedfor
homelesspreventionandassistance.
SueWatlov Phillips, legislativechair,
Minnesota Coalitionforthe Homeless, told
thedivision,chairedby Sen. Pat Piper
(DFL-Austin), thatshecould notadequately
emphasizethebill'shistoricalimportancein
relationtowelfarereform.
Watlovsaidthatthereareabout12,000
homeless peoplewithinthesateatanygiven
time. Shesaid that Minnesotansspending
more than 30 percentoftheirincomeson
housingareatriskofbecominghomeless,
andthat59 percentof newjobscreated
between1990and 1993 pay wagesfar below
whatisneededtosupportahousingunit
withoutapublicsubsidy. Inaddition,
Watlovsaid thatapproximately 24 percent
of school-age homelesschildrenarereported
tohavelearningproblems.
Piperofferedanamendmenttransferring
administrationofthebill'sprovisionsfrom
thecommissioner of Economic Security to
theommissionerof Children, Familiesand
Learning. Theamendmentwasadopted.
Thecommittee approvedthenbill,as
amended, and recommended itforinclusion
intheomnibus Familyand Early Childhood
BudgetDivisionbill.

Govemmental Operations
and\eteransAffairs

Mighty Ducksbillflies

Thurs.,Mar. 6, the GovernmentOpera-
tionsand Veterans AffairsCommitteeheard
testimonyonS.F. 405, the “Mighty Ducks”
bill,authored by Chair James Metzen (DFL-
South St. Paul). MembersalsoapprovedS.F.
457,arecodification of Chapter 148B,
sponsored by Sen. DanBetzold (DFL-
Fridley). The latter measure separates
provisionsrelated to the Social Work from

thoserelated tothe Board of Marriageand
Family Therapy.

Duringhisexplanationof the “Mighty
Ducks”bill, Metzensaid thebill providesfor
athirdyear of financingtobe used by
communitiesas leverage tofund local
hockey rinks. He said theamountappropri-
atedlastsession, $5million, hasbeenused
toraise $60million. Membersofayoung
hockey team testified thatthey mustnow
practiceatfive inthemorningoroutside
becausetheirtowndoesn'thavearink.
Under thebill, the new moneywill be used
tobuild 16 newrinksand renovate 20 more.
Thebillwasapprovedwitharecommenda-
tiontopassandsenttothe Government
OperationsBudgetDivision.

Sen. SteveKelley presentedS.F.428,a
bill toexpand the state'swebsite, North
Star Online. Some of thebill's provisions
includeincreasingthesite’sutilityby
ensuringthatgovernmentagenciesuse
common toolsand techniquesfor creation of
homepagesandemploythesamesearch
engines. “Thisisn'tmindlessconformity,”
said Kelley, “it'sconvenientsimilarity for
sites.” ThebillalsoestablishesaMinnesota
Internet Centertoprovide technological
outreach forcommunitiesandindividuals
needingadviceand resourceassistancewhile
linkingtothe Internet. Kelleyofferedan
amendmentallowingthestatetofunda
studyonthefeasibility of providingevery
Minnesotanane-mailaddress. Sen.Dan
Stevens(R-Mora)suggestedthestudyalso
rank thedesirability ofe-mail. Theamend-
mentwasapproved. Thebillcallsalsofora
pilot MNCard projecttoallowintegration of
personalinformationontoasingle, multi-
functionalemployeecard. Kelleysaid appro-
priationsinclude$1.3millionfor North Star
expansion, $1 millionforthe Internet
Centerand$250,000for the MNCard. The
billwaslaidover for consideration.

Gangstrikeforceokayed

Abillauthorizingacriminal gangstrike
forceandoversightcouncil continued tobe
discussedatthe Tues.,Mar. 11, Governmen-
tal Operationsand Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee meeting. Themeasure, S.F.218,
createsandappropriatesmoneytothe
Criminal Gang Oversight Council, whichin
turn,isauthorizedtocreatealawenforce-
mentand prosecutorial strikeforce. Sen.
RandyKelly (DFL-St. Paul)isthechief
authorofthemeasure.

Sen. LindaRunbeck (R-Circle Pines)
asked Kelly howthe councilwouldbe
funded. Heexplained thatapproximately $6
millionto$7 millionwill bedrawnfromthe
generalfund,andheadded thatthebillwas
ahighpriorityforthe Legislature’sand
governor'scrimepreventionprogram.

Runbeckofferedanamendmenttosunset
thecouncil June 30,2001, toensure thatthe
Senate can reviewtheefficacy of thestrike
force. Theamendmentwasadoptedandthe
billwasre-referredtothe Judiciary Commit-
tee.




Inotherbusiness, Chair JamesMetzen
(DFL-South St. Paul)invited Sen. Dean
Johnson (R-Willmar) topresentS.F. 4, abill
thatclarifiesthe tuitionreimbursementrate
for the MinnesotaNational Guard. General
Gary LeBlanc, Dept.of Military Affairs,
explainedthatthe statehasbeenableto
keepitsmilitarystrengthlevelshighwhen
other stateshaveexperienceddifficulty in
attractingand retainingpersonnel. Thisis
due, inpart, totheincentives programthe
statefundstoattractquality people. How-
ever,theGuardhashaddifficulty attracting
medical studentsbecause the medical school
tuitionreimbursementrateswerenot
enticing. Therefore, thebillallowsthe
departmenttoreimburse upto50 percentof
medical school tuitioncoststoattractmore
doctorsfor militaryservice. LeBlancassured
membersthatthebill requiresnonew
moneyand thatthe newreimbursement
ratesaretakenoutofthecurrentincentives
programfunds. Themeasurewasapproved
andadvancedtothefloor.

Sen.CharlesWiger (DFL-North St. Paul)
presentedthe Dept. of Administration’s
housekeepingbill, S.F.420, for consider-
ation. Wiger offeredtwoamendments--a
technical clean-upamendmentand language
toauthorizeanewmail distributionsystem--
andbothwereadopted.

Sen. DonBetzold (DFL-Fridley)suggested
thattherepealer language wasnotappropri-
ateforahousekeepingbill,and hemovedto
delete thesection. The Betzoldamendment
prevailed.

Themeasurewasthenapprovedand
referredtothefloor.

Finally, Sen.Roy Terwilliger (R-Edina)
presentedS.F.412,abill thatmodifiessalary
provisionsfor certain publicofficialsandem-
ployees. After heexplained the scopeofthe
measure, Robertsonofferedanamendment
toincludelegislators’salariesonthelist
affected by consumer priceindexcalcula-
tions. Theamendmentwasadopted, but
does nottake affectuntil theyear 2001
because legislatorscannotvote togive them-
selvessalary increases. Thebillwasapproved
andre-referredtothe Judiciary Committee.

Northstaron-linebillokayed

Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins) presen-
ted twobillsatthe Weds., Mar. 12, Govern-
mental OperationsandVeterans AffairsCom-
mitteemeeting, chairedby Sen. James Met-
zen(DFL-South St. Paul). First, Kelley pre-
sented S.F. 240. Specifically,thebillauthor-
izestheuseofdigital signaturesintransact-
ingstatebusiness. Thebillwasapproved
withdispatchandreferredtothefloor.

KelleythenturnedtoS.F.428. Thebill
hadbeenheldoverfromapreviousmeeting
duetodataprivacy concernsfrommembers.
Underthebill,aNorth Stargovernmental
on-lineserviceisestablished. Thebillalso
createsthe MNCardproject,ademonstra-
tionprogramfora“smartcard”thatwill
allowstateemployeestotransactbusiness
withthestate.

Sen. MarthaRobertson (R-Minnetonka)
offeredanamendmenttodeleteasection
thatrequirestheexpansionofthe MNCard
projectpast thedemonstration phase,along
withlanguageappropriatingmoneytothe
Office of Technology toexpandthe
program. Theamendmentwasadopted,and
thebillwasthenre-referredtothe Judiciary
Committee.

Runbeck thenpresented S.F. 100, abill
thatofficially establishes the Office of
Technology. Shewasaccompaniedbya
representative fromtheoffice, Executive
Director John Gunyou, asshereviewedthe
scopeofthebill. Gunyouexplained thatthe
billensuresthat theofficeisessentially the
state’stechnology policy navigator. “The
officehasnodirectimplementation
authority. Wearestrictlyadvisory,”hesaid.
Healsosaid thatunder thebill, the Informa-
tion Policy Officeismovedtoreside within
the Office of Technology sothat the state’s
advisoryand policy functionsarecontained
inthesameplace.

Representativesfromthreestakeholders—
the Minnesota High Technology Council,
the Minnesota Telephone Association,and
the Northwest Technical College--spoke of
their supportfor the creation of the office.

Thebillwaslaidoverforfurtherdiscussion.

Healthand Family Security

Welfareamendmentsoffered

ThechiefauthorofS.F.1,Sen.Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd),said, “lamready
toentertainamendmentsthatmembers
have,”asdiscussiononthewelfarereform
billcontinuedatthe Thurs.,Mar. 6, Health
and Family Security Committeemeeting.
Theday'sagendawasscheduledtoallow
memberstocontinueofferingamendments,
andbecause of the volume of proposed
amendments, themorningmeetingrecessed
andresumedintheevening.

Under thewelfare reformbill, the
MinnesotaFamily InvestmentProgram
(MFIP)isexpandedstatewidebeginning
July1,1997. MFIPisnotconsideredan
entitlementhowever, thecommissioner of
humanservicesmustreportannuallyonJan.
15onthestatusof MFIP funding. Thebill
extendsbenefitstoeveryoneresidinglegally
inthe U.S.exceptpersonsdefinedas
nonimmigrants. Allgrantsare paidwith
federal Temporary AssistancetoNeedy
Families(TANF)dollarswhere permitted,or
withstatefunds. Thereisalsoa60-month
lifetimelimitonassistance, asrequiredby
federal law. Furthermore,a30-day residency
requirementisestablishedwithexceptions
onlyforunusual hardship. Followingthe
first30days, thenewresidentsare paidthe
grantfromeitherthepreviousstateor
Minnesota, whicheverislower. Thebill
specifiesthatdrugfelonsareineligiblefor
assistanceuntiltwoyearsafterservingtheir
sentence. Countiesmustimplementan
educationandtrainingprogrambyJuly 1,
1997,andtheworkactivity thatisrequired

inordertobeeligible for MFIP isdefined
broadly toincludeanythinginanapproved
planthatistied toanemploymentgoal.
Underanemploymentplan, post-secondary
educationassistanceisgenerally limitedto
12months, butupto24 monthsispermitted
inspecialcases.

Sen.MarthaRobertson (R-Minnetonka)
wasthefirsttoofferanamendmentrevising
certainproperty limitationsfor MFIP
recipients. Currently,anindividual is
limited toamaximumof$2,000inassetsin
order tostill qualify for assistance. “Sofor
those peoplewhoareongoing recipients of
aid, theincentive tosave money istaken
out,”shesaid, “Theincentiveistospend
incomeinsteadofsaveit.” Theamendment
allowson-going recipientstosaveupto
$5,000and remaineligible tocontinue
receivingaid. The Robertsonmotion
prevailed.

“Itissoimportantthatpeople have
enoughtoeat,”said Sen. Becky Lourey
(DFL-Kerrick)assheofferedher Temporary
Hunger Preventionand Community
Development Initiative(THPCD). The
amendmentestablishesaMinnesota
administeredfoodstampprogramtoassist
peoplewhenthey nolongerareeligible for
thefederal food stamps. “The THPCD
providesanutritional safety netfor residents
whoarewithoutthe resourcestomeettheir
basic nutritional needs.” Loureyexplained
thatinall cases, theamountoftheassis-
tance receivedwill equal theamount of
benefitslostbyanindividual or household
because of changesin the federal food stamp
program. Theprogramwill serve those upto
130percentofthe poverty line,and legal
non-citizensarealsoeligible. Inaddition,
Loureysaidthatatleast50percentofthe
benefitsmustbe used topurchase Minnesota
produced products.

Sen. Steven Morse (DFL-Dakota)offered
anamendmenttothe Loureyamendment
that, hesaid, “Createsawin, win, win
situationforthe state.” Heexplained that of
thefood benefitamountprovided per
eligibleindividualunderthe THPCD
program, $35mustbeincouponsthatonly
canbe redeemedfor productswiththe
“MinnesotaGrown” label. Morsesaid that
withthisamendment, weareensuringthat
peoplearebeingfed, thattheyareeating
nutritional food,andthataguaranteed
portionof the state'sfundingwill bespent
onMinnesotaproduced products. The
Morsemotionwasadoptedontothe Lourey
amendment. Sen. LindaBerglin(DFL-
Mpls.)suggestedto Loureythatsheintro-
ducethefoodstampprogramasaseparate
bill becausethereisinsufficientfundsinthe
federalgovernment's TANFblockgrantto
supporttheprogramifitweretobe included
aspartofS.F. 1. Berglinsaidtheidea,
though necessary, should competefor
fundingwithother programsinthegeneral
fund. Staffpredicted thatthe program
wouldcostapproximately $30million per
biennium. Loureysaidshepreferredto
attach theamendmenttothewelfarebill
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andwould consider offeringaseparatepiece
oflegislation. Membersdiscussed the pros
andconsofthe THPCD program,andthe
Loureyamendmentwasadopted.
Berglinmovedtoamendthebillwith
languagethatclarifieswhich peopleare
eligiblefor $63amonthinsupplemental
assistanceaftertheybecomeineligiblefor
thefederal food stamp program. Specifi-
cally, theamendmentaddsexemptionsfor
legalimmigrantswhoareonawaiting list
forcitizenshipand language classes,andfor
immigrantswhohaveappliedfor, butwere
notgranted, acitizenshipwaiver. The
amendmentwasapproved.
Robertsonofferedanamendmentthat
establishesanallocationmethodinthe
eventfederal sanctionsareappliedagainst
thestateforfailuretomeetsetperformance
standards. Theamendmentalsodirectsthe
Dept.of Human Services (DHS) toestablish
standardsbyJan.1,1998,andtoevaluate
county performance. Themotionprevailed.
Chair JohnHottinger (DFL-Mankato)
offeredanamendmenttoexemptmigrant
workersfromthe30-day residency require-
ment. Heexplainedthataslongasthe
worker canshowdocumentation proving he
orshehadworkedinthestatewithinthe
last24 months, the personwouldbeeligible
for benefitsand General Assistance (GA)
medical care. However, because hedid not
knowwhatcoststheamendmentwould
incur, hewithdrewitfor later consideration.
Samuelsonsuccessfullyofferedan
amendmentthatsetsanOct. 1,1997 start
datefor statewide implementation of MFIP.
Italsoallowscountiestodelay theimple-
mentationoftheeducationandtraining
services (E&T)componentof MFIPbeyond
Oct. 1,1997. Under theamendment, ifa
county presentsreasonsforthedelayto
DHS, thecounty maydelay implementation
untilJan. 1,1998. Furthermore,exemptions
aremadeforasingle parentwithachild
undertheageof1. Twoparentfamiliesare
requiredtobeginacountyadministered
E&T programimmediately,andsingle
parentsareallowedathreemonthdelay
beforebeginningan E&T program. The
amendmentalsosetstheearnedincome
disregardat 37 percent. Additionally, the
approximateexitpointfromthe MFIPisset
at120percentoffederal povertyguidelines.
Attachedtothe Samuelsonamendmentwas
afiscal spreadsheetdetailingboththefederal
andstateexpendituresfor MFIPunder S.F.
1. Samuelsonexplained thatthefiscal
informationwas providedsothatmembers
understandthatthereislittlemoneyfor
additional programs,andthatthestatewas
justbarely meetingitsfederalmatchfunding
requirements. Anyadditionalamendments
thataffectthe funding formulamaycompro-
misethebill'sfragilestructure, hesaid.
Intenseandemotional discussionensued
after Morse moved todelete the contingent
welfare planlanguage fromthebill. “ have
adifficulttimejustifyingacontingency plan
thatseemslikeapunitivemeasure,” Morse
said. Samuelsonresponded, “Asmuchas|

don'tlikethelanguageeither, l opposethe
Morseamendment. Weneed tohave
somethingin placesowearenotamagnet
forthewhole country.” Accordingto
SamuelsonandDeborah Huskins, assistant
commissioner for DHS, inorder for Minne-
sotatobeabletoprovideawelfareprogram
deemedadequatefor Minnesotacitizens,
strictresidency requirementsmustbein
place todiscourage peoplefromother states
frommovingtoMinnesotaandoverloading
thatstate'ssystem. However, DHS expects
atleastone lawsuittobefiled soonafterthe
billisenacted thatchallenges the constitu-
tionality oftheresidency requirements. In
theeventthatasuitisfiled, the presiding
judge hastheauthority toenjointhe
residencyrequirementsuntilthecaseis
settled. However, Samuelsonand Huskins
explainedthat the statewould havetogo
aheadwithimplementingMFIP,andinthat
case, Minnesota’sbenefitswould be signifi-
cantly higherthanmanyother states;
Minnesotawould becomeamagnetdrawing
recipientsfromaroundthecountryandthe
state could notafford the increased caseload.
Therefore, thebillincludes the contingent
planthatspecifiesthatiftheresidency
requirementsareenjoined, benefitsunder
MFIParedrasticallycutinordertoserveasa
disincentivefor peopleconsideringmigrat-
ingtoMinnesota. “Weneedtohavea
measureinplacethatsendsamessagetothe
judgetokeeptheresidency requirementsin
place, atleastuntilthe Supreme Courthears
thecase,”Huskinssaid. Morse responded, “I
supportresidency requirements,butlcan’'t
justifyputtinga$100millionprogramon
thelinetosave anestimated $1.5millionif
therequirementsareenjoined. It'sinappro-
priatetodelegateour legislativedecision
makingtoajudge.” The Morse motionto
delete the contingentplan languagefailed.

Welfarebilladvanced

InthefinaldayofactiononS.F.1,the
welfare reformbill, membersofthe Health
and Family Security Committeeentertained
manyamendments,adoptedseveralchanges,
listened to powerful testimony, andeventu-
allyapprovedthemeasure. ChairJohn
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)indicatedatthe
outsetoftheFri., Mar.7, meeting thathe
intendedtofinish consideringamendments
offeredby membersandthentolistentoa
final round of publictestimony before
membersvoted.

Thebill'schiefauthor, Sen. Don
Samuelson(DFL-Brainerd),firstofferedan
amendmenttoprovide twocountiesthe
optiontocontinueor discontinue the Work
Firstprogramstheyarepresentlyadminister-
ing. Theamendmentalsoallowscaretakers,
whoareparticipatinginaneducation
program, topostpone their jobsearchwith
theapproval ofajobcounselor. The
amendmentwasadopted.

Sen. MarthaRobertson (R-Minnetonka)
offeredanamendmentthatcombined
severalinitiativesintoone package. Under
theamendment, whenapersonappliesfor

welfarebenefitswithacounty, theyarere-
quiredtostatetheirpreviousaddress. Then,
ifthe personhasmigratedfromanother
state, thecountyagencyisrequiredtocall
thepreviousstatetoseeifthereareany
sanctions markedontheapplicant'srecord.
TheRobertsonamendmentalsochangesthe
current STRIDE programbyopeningthe
eligibility requirementstoallwelfare recipi-
ents,aslongastherearefundsavailable.
Robertsonsaidthisisintendedtoserveasan
interimvehicletoassistpeoplewith job
traininguntil thecountiesbeginimplement-
ingtheireducationandtraining (E&T)
programs. Theamendmentprevailed.

Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples)success-
fully offeredanamendmenttoanearlier
RobertsonamendmentadoptedattheWed.,
Mar. 5, meeting, butnotbefore lengthy
discussion. Theearlier Robertsonamend-
mentrequiredcountiestoofferatleasttwo
E&T serviceprovideroptions. Samssaid
thisformulamaywork inthemetropolitan
counties, buttherural areaswith low
populationdensitywill havedifficulty
following the letter of the law. Insome
cases, arural countywillbefortunateto
have oneoptiontoprovideclients. There-
fore, the Samsamendmentmakesan
exceptioninthe Robertsonamendmentto
allowcounties“utilizingworkforcecenters
thatusemultipleemploymentprovidersand
offermultipleserviceoptions”toskirtthe
twoserviceprovider requirement.

Sen. SheilaKiscaden (R-Rochester) said
shewasconcernedthatthe Samsamend-
mentdilutestheoriginal intentofthe
Robertsonamendmentandwould limitthe
amountofchoice the countieswouldbe
requiredtoprovide peoplewhendesigning
their E&T programs. “Myconcernis
providingchoicesoclientshave multiple
options,”shesaid. Therefore, she moved to
add language tothe Samsamendmentthat
allowsthe countiestocounttheworkforce
centersasmultiple providersaslongasthey
can“documentthatparticipants havechoice
amongemploymentandtrainingservices
designedtomeettheirspecializedneeds.”
Afterthe Kiscaden motionasadopted, the
Samsamendmentwasapproved.

Hottinger returnedtoanearlieramend-
menthehadofferedatthe Thurs.,Mar.6,
meeting. Here-offeredanamendmentthat
exemptsmigrantworkersfromthe30-day
residency requirementaslongastheycan
documentthattheyhaveworkedin
Minnesotawithinthelast24months. The
amendmenthadbeenwithdrawndueto
concernsover itsfiscal impact, butafter
Deborah Huskins, assistantcommissioner,
Dept.of Human Services (DHS), explained
thatitwill havelittleor noimpacton
General Assistance (GA) oronthe Minne-
sotaFamily InvestmentProgram(MFIP), the
amendmentwasadopted.

“Thepublichasembraced the Minnesota
grownconceptandfood program,andmy
commitmenttofoodisstillalive,”said Sen.
Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick). Becauseshe
did notwanttohurtthestate'sfinancial




commitmenttoMFIP, Lourey movedto
deletethestateadministeredfoodprogram
thathadbeenamendedontothebillatthe
Thurs.,Mar.6, meeting. Asshethanked
membersand the publicfor their support,
Loureyannounced thatshewillintroduce
theconceptasaseparate piece of legislation.

Aftermemberswerefinishedoffering
amendments, Hottinger invitedseveral
people fromthe publictoprovidebrief
statementsabouttheirconcerns.

Oneof the people whotestified, Mim
Mueller,explained thatsheisasinglemom
andawelfarerecipient. “l havebeen
complainingforalongtimethatwedon't
hear thevoicesofthewelfarerecipients,”
shesaid. However, shesaid, herimpressions
ofthewelfare reformprocesshavebeen
surprisingly positive,andafterobserving
membersfortheweek, shesaid, “l1 didn’t
expectanyonetobeon myside, butthis
week hasrestored my beliefthatpoliticians
arelookingoutfor myinterests.” Asfor her
concerns, shesaidshewastroubledthatin
thenameofflexibility, the countiesare
givencompletecontroland authority over
howthis programwill beenacted. “Ithas
notbeenmyexperience thatcountieshave
provided highqualityclientservices.”

BrianRusche, representingthe Joint
Religious Legislative Coalition, spoke
againstthecontingencyplanlanguage. “I
finditmorally unsupportable. lunderstand
thatyou'retryingtogettheattentionofa
judgeintheeventthattheresidency
requirementsareenjoined. Butitisbeyond
my comprehension howwe can putthebasic
supportsforfamiliesandchildrenonthe
tableasourchips. Thesekindofbrutal,
drasticcuts, thatwillcomeintoplayasan
axebecauseyourworkdoesnotpass
constitutional muster, isnottaking responsi-
bility foryourwork. We mustfindsome
otherwaytogetthejudge’sattention.”

Hottinger had allotted additional timeto
allowmemberstodiscussthebill following
publictestimony. Whendiscussionwas
interrupted by peopleintheaudience, he
said, “Ifwe have continued interruptions,
I'mafraidwewillnothave additional debate
toputthisinperspective,and I don'tthink
thatwill beintheaudience’sinterestsor
ours.” However, theinterruptionscontin-
ued, sowhenHottinger called the voteon
themotiontore-refer S.F. 1tothe Human
Resources Finance Committee, themotion
wasapproved.

Healthoccupationshbillokayed
OnTues.,Mar.11,Chair JohnHottinger
(DFL-Mankato)asked Sen. SheilaKiscaden
(R-Rochester) tocontinue her presentation
onS.F.228atthe Healthand Family
Security Committee meeting. Under the
bill, several changesare made tosections
regulatingspeech-language pathologistsand
audiologists, theoffice of mental health
practice, alcoholand drugcounselors,and
hearinginstrumentdispensers. Discussion
onthebillhadbeenheldoverfroma

previousmeetingwheretwoamendments
hadbeenadopted. Sen. Becky Lourey
(DFL-Kerrick) thenofferedanamendment
thatexemptsregisteredaudiologistsfromthe
Hearing InstrumentDispenser Certification
Program. TomKeliher, fromthe Minnesota
Audiology Association, explained that the
associationisconcerned about thesignifi-
cantfeeincreasesthatarepartofthepro-
gramthisyear. Headded thattheregistered
audiologistsalready pay feestothe Dept. of
Healthforother programs. Theamendment
wasapprovedandthebillwasre-referredto
the Governmental Operations Committee.

Sen.Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine)also
presentedabill, S.F.888, thatestablishesan
American Indian DiabetesPrevention
Advisory Task Force. Specifically, thetask
forceisrequiredtoadvise thecommissioner
of health onthe designofgrade school
curriculainordertoeducate American
Indianchildrenontheriskfactorsassociated
withdiabetes. Themeasureappropriates
$90,000in FY 98 tothecommissionerto
fundthetaskforce,andanadditional
$90,000ismadeavailablefor FY 99ifthe
appropriationismatcheddollarfor dollar by
nonstate money. Thebillwasapprovedand
re-referred tothe Healthand Family
Security BudgetDivision.

“H.F.447 requireshealth plancompanies
toofferwomendirectaccesstoOB/GYN
services,”said thebill’'sauthor, Sen.Deanna
Weiner (DFL-Eagan). Kiscadensaid shewas
concerned that thebillwasahealthman-
dateandthat“consumershavetheresponsi-
bilitytogototheiremployersandtheir
healthplansandask that these typeofser-
vicesbeprovided.” Shesaid thattheoverall
trendistohavethe Legislaturemakeevery
kindofhealth caredecision. Themeasure
wasapproved andadvanced tothefloor.

Sen. DonBetzold (DFL-Fridley)offered
S.F.93for consideration. Thebill, hesaid,
isatechnical measurefromthe Dept. of
Human Servicesandmakesamendmentsto
sectionsdealingwith state liensfor public
assistance, medical assistance,andclaims
againsttheestate. Membersapprovedthe
billand sentittothefloor.

HumanResourcesFinance

Departmentalbudgetoverviews
ChairLindaBerglin(DFL-Mpls.)invited
representativesfromthe Depts. of Economic
SecurityandHealthtoprovide briefbudget
overviewsatthe Thurs.,Mar.6,Human
Resources Finance Committee meeting.

Heidi Stennes, director of Communica-
tionsand Governmental Affairsatthe Dept.
of Economic Security, said the governor
recommendsabiennial appropriationof
$72.4million. Shealsooutlined the
responsibilitiesofthevariousdepartmental
branches--State Servicesfor the Blind,
Rehabilitation Services, Workforce Ex-
change, Workforce Preparation, Production,
andSupport.

Patrick Nelson, deputy commissioner of

commerce, had beenasked toexplainone of
the Dept. of Economic Security'sinitiatives.
Heexplained thatthegovernor has recom-
mended allocating $8 millioneachyear from
the Dislocated Worker Fundtocover the
deficitsofthe Minnesota Comprehensive
Health Association (MCHA).
Commissioner AnneBarry, Dept. of
Health, moved quickly toreviewthe new
budgetinitiativesfor thedepartmentfollow-
ingthe newFebruaryforecast. Shesaid$4
million hasbeen requestedfor the bien-
niumtoestablishaFetal Alcohol Syndrome
programtoprovidetreatmentfor pregnant
women. Inaddition, $3million hasbeen
requested tosetupacommunityimmuniza-
tionregistry. Twomilliondollarshasbeen
requestedtoestablish Juvenile Assessment
Centerstointerveneincasestoreducethe
number of adolescentsinthe juvenilejustice
system. Aonetimeappropriationof
$650,000 hasbeenrequestedtomakeupthe
federal cutstothe Women, Infants, and
Children(WIC)Program. Finally,an
additional $2.2 million hasbeen requested
for the bienniumtoexpand the Family
Planning Special ProjectGrantProgram.

Higher EducationBudget
Division
Regentsreformdiscussed

TheHigher Education BudgetDivision
beganitsdiscussion Tues.,Mar. 11, of four
bills proposingchangestotheselection
processforthe University of Minnesota
BoardofRegents. Thecommittee, chaired
by Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-ThiefRiver
Falls), alsoheardthe continuation ofbudget
presentationsfromHESOandMnSCU.

Dr.RobertPoch, Director of HESO, con-
cluded hisbudgetreviewbyemphasizinga
continued need foradditional staff resources
tosupportinformationtechnology. Judith
Eaton, Chancellor of MNSCU, continued
herpresentationandsaid, “The Electronic
Academy isacornerstoneof ourcommit-
menttoimproving performanceviatechnol-
ogy, combininginstructional technology,
telecommunications learning, spendingon
infrastructure, newventures,andtechnology
grants.” InresponsetoaquestionfromSen.
Sam Solon (DFL-Duluth), shereviewed
progressoncontractnegotiationswith
facultyandstaffandsaid, “Rightnowthere
aretwounresolved majorissues--compensa-
tionandworkload.” The MnSCU presenta-
tionwas continued to the nextmeeting.

Twooffour billschanging the regent
selection processwerepresented tothecom-
mittee. S.F.889,authoredby Sen. David
TenEyck (DFL-EastGullLake), reduces
from 24 to 16 the membership ofthe Regent
Candidate Advisory Council. Thebill dele-
gatesfive appointmentseach tothe council
fromthe Senate Majority leaderandthe
Speaker ofthe House; four fromthe gov-
ernor,andonemembereach appointed by
the Senateand House minority leaders.
Under Ten Eyck’s proposal, geographic




Committeeupdate

considerationsintheregentselectionwould
belimited tooutstate, metroandat-large
designationsand notbe influenced by
congressional district. Thebillwaslaidover
forfurtherdiscussion.

Sen. Dean Johnson (R-Willmar),
presented S.F.811. Hisbill callsforfour
councilmemberseachtobeappointedby
the Senate Rules Committeeand Speaker of
the House, eightmembersappointed by the
governor,andeightappointed by combined
boardsofthe University of Minnesota
Alumni Associationand the University of
Minnesota Foundation. The council,under
thelegislation, would recommend candi-
datestothegovernor,whocouldapprove
therecommendationsandforwardthemto
theLegislature,ordisapproveand request
newrecommendations. Thebillwaslaid
overforfurtherconsideration.

Regentsdiscussioncontinued

TheHigher Education BudgetDivision
continuedtohear presentationsofbills
reformingtheregentselectionprocess,
Weds.,Mar.12. Thecommitteewas
presentedwiththreeproposals, bringingthe
total tofive.

Sen. Ember ReichgottJunge (DFL-New
Hope), presented S.F. 935, abill thatmakes
changestothe University of Minnesota’s
Regent Candidate Advisory Council. The
bill specifies thatone-third of the council
membersare selected by the Governor,one-
thirdbythe Senateand House leadership,
andone-thirdbythe University’s Alumni
Associationand the U of M Foundation. It
alsoeliminatesall constituency-based
considerationsintheselectionprocess.
Jungesaid, “Thisproposal, basedonareport
fromthe U of M Alumni Association
Citizens’ Committtee on Regent Selection,
makesthescreeningprocessmorethorough
andobjective. Anditdistinguishesbetween
agovernanceroleandapolitical representa-
tionroleforthe regents. We havetoask
ourselves, Dowewanttheregentsto
govern,ordowewantthemtorepresent
constituencies?”

S.F.905,authored by Sen. Richard Cohen
(DFL-St. Paul), also prohibitsconstituency-
basedconsiderations, includingthose
regardingfaculty andstudentseats. Cohen
said, “Under thislegislation, twoex-officio
regents,oneeach representingthestudents
andthefaculty, will beappointed.” He said,
“I think each ofthe proposalsregarding this
process hassome merit,and | hopewecan
makeachangethisyearthatincorporates
thebestpartsofeachofthem.” Mary
McLeod, chairofthe Regent Candidate
Advisory Council, said, “Thecouncil hasa
majorconcernaboutthecongressional
caucusesforscreening regentcandidates,
andwethink theyshouldbeeliminated.
Weoften heard fromsomeexcellent,
potential candidateswhosaid theywerenot
‘politically well-connected enough’toget
throughthecaucus.”

Senate Majority Leader Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine) proposedameasurethatamends

the Minnesota Constitution togive the
governor the power toappointcandidatesto
theat-large positionsonthe Board of
Regents. Moestated thathewould intro-
ducethelegislationinthe Senateandsaid,
“Thislegislationwon'tgetaway fromdistrict
representationontheboard, butwe could
getawayfromthecongressional caucuses.”
Thefiveregentreformbillswerelaidover
forfurther consideration.

Jobs,Energy,and
CommunityDevelopment

Brownfieldcleanupbilladvanced

TheJobs, Energy,and Community
Development Committee okayed acontami-
nationcleanupbill Thurs.,Mar.6. Chaired
by Sen. Steven Novak (DFL-New
Brighton), thecommitteealsoadvanceda
bill relatingtotransmissionlines.

S.F.319,authoredby Sen.Randy Kelly
(DFL-St. Paul), modifiesrequirementsofthe
contaminationcleanupprogramand
providesfor redevelopmentandjobcreation
grantswitha$60millionappropriationfrom
thelotteryfund. Kellysaid, “It'stimewe
cleaned up landsthatwe've been polluting
forthelast100years. Thesitesinourinner
citiesthatarenear large pocketsofthe
unemployedand the people mostaffected by
welfare reformneedtobecleanedup,
developed, and get jobs foundfor the people
whoneedthem.”

Anumber of people spoke insupportof
thebill, including the mayors of Minneapo-
lisand St. Paul. Sharon Sayles Belton,
mayor of Minneapolis, said, “The problemin
Minneapolisisnotalack of demand--it'sa
lackofcleanland. Wedon'thave torecruit
companies; we havecompaniesherewaiting
forland tobecleaned up sotheycan
expand.” Themayor of St. Paul, Norm
Coleman, said, “Oureconomicvitality is
tiedintoreclaiming pollutedlands.” Lorrie
Lauder, representingthe St. Paul Port
Authority, said, “Thecompanieswhomove
ontothese lands providegood jobsatlivable
wages, anywherefrom$10to$23perhour.”
Thebillwasapprovedandre-referredtothe
EconomicDevelopment Budget Division.

Earlierinthemeeting, Sen. JanetJohnson
(DFL-NorthBranch)presentedS.F.590,a
bill that permitstheaddition of highvoltage
transmissionlinesacrossthestateborder.
Johnsonsaid, “Thisbilldoesn’tloosenour
standardsthroughoutthestate; itisunique
tocross-border projectswhichrequire
transmissionlines.” Thebillwasadvanced
tothe Senatefloor.

Assistancebillpresented

Abillexpandingtelephoneassistance
programswaspresented tothe Jobs, Energy
and Community DevelopmentCommittee
Tues.,Mar.11. Chairedby Sen. Steven
Novak (DFL-New Brighton), thecommittee
alsoheardtestimonyonabill regardingthe
University of Minnesota'sproposedsteam
plant.

S.F.740,authoredby Sen. Steve Kelley
(DFL-Hopkins),expandstheeligibility for
thestatetelephoneassistance programtoa
poverty-qualified householdincluding
personsundertheageof 18. Thebillalso
raisesthemaximumsurchargefrom 10to20
centsamonth. Kelleyintroducedan
amendmentthataddsthedevelopmentand
implementationofthreepilotprogramsto
providevoice mail servicestoindividuals
meeting poverty-levelcriteria. Geri
Suddereth, representing Twin Cities
Community Voice Mail, testifiedinsupport
ofthebillandsaid, “Homelessand other
poverty challenged people need phone
serviceforthreeprinciple reasons--tofind
housing, jobs,and, and to protectvictims of
domesticabuse.” Theamendmentandthe
billwere laid over forfurther consideration.

Sen. LawrencePogemiller (DFL-Minne-
apolis) presented S.F.483,which provides
$6 milliontothe University of Minnesotato
relocate its proposed steam heating plantoff
theriverfront. Mayor Sharon Sayles-Belton,
of Minneapolis, stated her supportofthebill
andsaid, “Wewould like tosee the plant
moved toanother sitetopreservethe
historicnature of St. Anthony Fallsand the
partoftheriverthatflowsthroughthe
central core of downtown Minneapolis.”
Pogemiller pointed outthatthe University
andthecitywereatoddsover the project
andsaid, “Thisfacility isnotriver depen-
dent. It'sanissueofcostandtiming.”
JoAnne Jensen,aseniorvice presidentat
the University of Minnesota, said, “We
cannotaffordfurtherdelays. The $6 million
proposed by Minneapolisstillfalls $40
millionshortofwhatwe need torelocate
theplant, nottomention thedelaysinsite
selection, bids, and the permitprocess.” The
billwas laid over for further consideration.
Judiciary
Openhearingsdiscussed

TheJudiciary Committee, chaired by Sen.
JaneRanum (DFL-Mpls.),continuedtohear
testimonyduringafternoonandevening
hearings, Mon.,Mar. 10.,onabillamend-
ingthejuvenilecourtprocess. SF. 747,
authored by Sen. David Knutson (R-
Burnsville), providesauniformprocessfor
childrenin needof protectionor services,
providescertainnoticeinvoluntary
placements, modifiesthe reasonableefforts
requirementwhenachildhasbeenplaced
outsidethehome, clarifiesand modifies time
requirementsforpermanency planning,
providesrelativesearlier noticeof perma-
nency planningforachild, modifiesgrounds
forterminationof parental rights, providesa
putativefatherregistry, providesindividual
placementdecisionsforeachchild, provides
administrative reviewofchildabuse
determinations, providesaccesstocertain
dataonchildren,andopenshearingsand
courtrecordsinchildprotectionmatters.

InadditiontoS.F.747,S.F.855,also
sponsored by Knutson, providesspecifically
foropenjuvenilecourthearingsandrecords
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inproceedingsinvolvingchildrenin need of
protectionorservicesand incorporatesthe
recommendationsofthe Minnesota
Supreme CourtFoster Careand Adoption
TaskForce. Thetaskforce recommendations
gaverisetolanguagecontainedinbothbills
providingthatchildabuseand neglect
hearingsthatwere previouslyclosed, may
become public. Thecontroversial language
drewopposingviewpointsfromstate judges,
guardiansad litemandsocialworkers.

According tothe published task force
study, themajorityoftask forcemembers
believe thatjuvenile protectionislargely
unaccountablebecauseit'saclosedsystem
andimpervioustopublicscrutiny. The
study statesthatalthoughtheclosedsystem’s
purposeistoprovideaprotective, rehabilita-
tiveenvironmentfor parentsandchildren
byshieldingthemfromscrutinyandstigma-
tization, italsoallowsabusestocontinue. In
addition, thestudy statesthat, becausethe
juvenileprotectionsystemisclosed, child
abuseand neglectdecisionsare nottruly
basedonasetofcommunitystandards.

Sen. DeannaWiener (DFL-Eagan),said
thatshehasconcernsaboutallowingsuch
information toenter the publicdomainand
the possibleeffectof theinformationon
children’slivesnowand later intheir lives.

Sen. SheilaKiscaden (R-Rochester), said
thatopen hearingsand the potential for
mediacoverage maydiscouragerelatives,
whoarefamiliarwiththe domesticsituation,
fromreportinginformation. Shesaidthat
thesystemiswoefullyunderfunded,andthat
morefundingiswhatisneeded toassurethat
thesystemcanfunctionasitisintended.
Kiscadenadded thatthe purposeofclosed
hearingsistoallowachildasecondchance,
andthat, inanageofelectronicinforma-
tion, whatbefallsachild may affectaspects
oftheiradultlives.

Knutsonsaidthatpublicitywill promote
publicawarenessconcerningtheimproper
handlingofvariouschildren’scases,andthat
itmay facilitate needed funding. Heoffered
anamendmentrequiringopenjuvenile
hearingsinthe Fourth Judicial Districtuntil
theyear2000. Theamendmentprovides
thatthe Supreme Courtwillevaluatethe
openhearing processfollowingitscomple-
tion,andallowsother judicial districtsto
openjuvenile hearingsifthedistrict
determinesthem beneficial tothechild.

Sen. LeoFoley (DFL-Anoka),amended
Knutson'samendmenttoallowdiscretion-
ary, instead of mandatory,openhearingsin
theFourth Judicial District,and todisallow
otherjudicial districtsfromparticipationin
openhearings. Thecommitteeapprovedthe
amendment.

Kiscadenofferedanamendmentallowing
onlyindividualsthatprovidesocial services
orwhoareotherwiseinvolvedinchild'scare
oreducationtoattendchild protection
hearings, provided thattheyagree notto
disclosehearinginformation. Language
providingforacontemptofcourtpenaltyfor
individualsviolatingthe privacyagreement
wasalsoincorporatedintotheamendment.

Thecommitteeagreedandadoptedthe
amendment.

Relatingtoadoption provisionscontained
withinS.F.747,thecommittee adopted
amendments, offered by Knutson, requiring
thatrelativesandadultswithwhomachild
iscurrently residingshall be notifiedin
preparationofpermanentplacement
hearingsandinterminationofparental
rights petitions; definingabirth relative to
meanaparent,grandparent, brother,sister,
uncleoraunt,orarelationshipestablished
byblood or marriage; providingthatthe
courtshallappointcounsel at publicexpense
forparentsand legal guardiansiftheyare
unabletoaffordcounsel; appointing two
adultswhowereinthefosteroradoptive
caresystemtoachild protectionfunding
taskforce; requiring the courttoappoint
counselifthechildisage12orolder,or10
or 11lyearsofageanddeterminedbythe
courttobesufficiently matureto participate
inthe proceedings; requiringinterested
individualsfiling child protection petitions
withthecourttostatetheirrelationshipto
thechildandother parties;andallowing the
courttorejectpetitionsthatappeartobe
motivated solely tomodify custody between
theparents.

Kiscadenofferedfurtheramendmentsto
S.F.747. Oneamendment providesfor the
courttodetermineachild’s preferencesfor
anattorneywhenthechildisofsuitableage
toexpressapreference. Anotheramend-
mentassuresthenotification of parentsof
permanentplacementdetermination
hearings. Thecommitteeadoptedthe
amendments,andS.F.747andS.F.855were
laidover pendingfurtherdiscussion.

Inotheraction, thecommitteehearda
bill thatwouldamend Minnesotalawto
complywithfederal requirementsregarding
adoptiveandfostercareplacement. S.F.
210, authored by Knutson, specifiesthatno
Minnesotalawmaydenyany personthe
opportunity tobecomeanadoptiveor foster
parenton thebasisof race, color,or national
originofthepersonorchild. Thebillalso
prohibitsdelayingordenyingplacementofa
childonthebasisof race, coloror natural
originoftheadoptive parentor foster
parent. Knutsonofferedanamendmentthat
makesitclearthatrelativesandimportant
friendsmustbe consideredinchildplace-
ment. Thecommitteeapprovedthebillas
amendedandre-referredittothe Health
and Family Security Committee.

S.F.813,authoredby Ranum,authorizes
communicationorconsentagreements
betweenadoptive parentsandbirthparents,
providestransferof custodyofachildtoa
relative by aconsentdecree, modifiesthe
definitionof family,and providesforarela-
tiveconferenceand relativecareagreement
followingareportofchild abuseor neglect.

Ranumofferedanamendmentpreventing
civilactiontoendacontactagreement
betweenadoptive parentsandbirthparents
unlessproofispresentedthatthe parties
haveattemptedtoresolvetheirdifferences
through mediation. Asecondamendment,

byRanum, defines“birthrelative”as
meaningaminor child'sparent, stepparent,
grandparent, brother, sister, uncleoraunt,
andstatesthattherelationshipmaybeby
bloodormarriage.
Ranumsaidthatthe secondamendmentis
intended tofitwith thecommittee’s
apparentacceptanceofthatbirthrelative
definition,andtoinsertitintoS.F.747.The
committee laid the bill over pending
agreementonlanguage.

Children’sbillsgain

Membersofthe Judiciary Committee,
chairedby Sen.JaneRanum (DFL-Mpils.),
metWeds., Mar. 12, toconsider several bills
dealingwithchildreninneedofprotective
services, outof homeplacementsand
adoption.

S.F.747,authoredby Sen. David Knutson
(R-Burnsville), providesauniformprocess
forchildreninneedof protectionorservice
petitions. Thebillalsoprovidesfor noticein
voluntaryplacements, clarifiesandmodifies
timerequirementsfor permanency planning,
modifiesgroundsforterminationof parental
rights, providesforindividualized placement
decisionsforeachchildand provides
administrativereviewofchildabuse
determinations. Debatecentered, primarily
onanamendmentplacedonthebillatan
earlierhearingregardinglegal representation
forchildren. Theearlieramendment
requiredtheappointmentofanattorneyfor
childrenovertheageof12and madethe
appointmentoptionalforchildrenaged 10
or11. Sen.Allan Spear (DFL-Mpls.) offered
anamendmenttostrikethelanguage
limiting theoptional appointmentofan
attorneyfor 10and11yearolds. Spear said
thatsomeeightornineyearoldscouldbe
sufficientlymature toworkwithanattorney
andthatitwasunnecessarytolimitthebill.
Theamendmentwasadopted. Mostdebate
onthebillhadoccurredatanearlier
meeting. Themeasurewasapprovedandre-
referredtothe Healthand Family Security
Committee.

MembersalsoapprovedS.F.855,abill
thatoriginallyopened CHIPS proceedings
tothe public. Thebill,alsoauthored by
Knutson,wasamendedatapreviousmeeting
toallowindividualswho providesocial
servicestothechildorwhoareotherwise
involvedinthecareoreducationofthe
childtoattend the hearings, provided they
agree nottodisclose informationfromthe
hearing. Themeasurealsowaspreviously
amendedtorequireeachdistrictcourt
administratortoconductasurveyofchild
protectionsservicesand provideasummary
toeach countyboard. Anamendment,
offered by Knutson, toopenthe proceedings
tothepublicifitwasdeterminedtobein
thebestinterestofthechildfailedtogain
committeeapproval. Themeasurewas
approvedandreferredtothe CrimePreven-
tionandJudiciary BudgetDivision.

S.F.813,authoredby Ranum,wasalso
approvedandre-referred tothe Healthand
Family Security Committee. Themeasure
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Committeeupdate

providesfor the transfer of custody of achild
toarelativebyaconsentdecree, authorizes
communicationorcontactagreements
betweenadoptive parentsandbirthrelatives
andprovidesforarelative conferenceand
relative careagreementfollowingareportof
childabuseorneglect.

Afinalbill relating tochildrenwasalso
endorsedbythepanel. S.F. 122, sponsored
by Sen. MarthaRobertson (R-Minnetonka),
requiresnotificationofachild’s placement
oradoptiontotheotherbirthparent,
requiresbackgroundchecksforadoption,
definesthe contentofthe postplacement
assessmentandreport, permitscourt-ordered
grandparentvisitationwithanadopted
child, providesfor recognition ofadoption
whichoccursinaforeigncountry,and
clarifiesthedefinitionof relative. The
measurewasre-referredtotheHealthand
Family Security Committee.

Membersalsoadvanced twoadditional
measures. S.F.92,authoredby Sen. Don
Betzold (DFL-Fridley), isatechnical bill
providingforthedisclosureand inspection
of certaintaxdata. S.F.278,authored by
Sen. SheilaKiscaden (R-Rochester),
exemptslocal governmentsfrompayinga
filingfeeinforfeitureactionsresultingfrom
DW]-relatedoffenses. S.F.92wasapproved
andre-referred tothe CrimePrevention
Committeeand S.F.278wasapprovedand
re-referred tothe HumanResources Finance
Committee.

K-12EducationBudget
Division

OnFri.,Mar.7,Chair Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)andthe K-12
BudgetDivision heardfrom Departmentof
Children, Familiesand LearningCommis-
sioner RobertWedlonthegovernor’s
budgetproposal.

Thegovernorsinitiativesinclude: main-
taining high-level learningstandards
throughgraduationstandardsandstaff
development, expandingaccessandschool
choicesby removingcharter school capsand
restrictions, giving parentsandteachers
more power over educationspendingby
offeringtaxcreditsandshelters, holding
schoolsaccountablefor resultsthrough
statewidetesting, rewardingsuccessthrough
accountabilitymeasures, increasingtheuse
of technology by equippingsiteswith
cutting-edge computingcapability,and
achievingrevenueredistributionthrough
shiftedformulaweightingsandportable
funding.

Thepaneldiscussedthebreakdownin
fundingthatoccurswhenthe Legislature
triestotargetmoneytocertainareas. Sen.
GenOlson(R-Minnetrista) broughtupthe
factthatevenifthe Legislature votestoshift
formulaweightingtoprovideahigher state
fundingofyounger students, thedistrictswill
still receivethemoneyinaggregateandare
notboundtospend percentagesasweighted.
Wedl recognizedthe panel'sfrustrationsbut
saidchangesareontheway. Forexample, he

said, the departmentnowhasthe capability
toensurethatcompensatory revenuegoes
straighttotheschoolswiththeeligible
students.

Onthetopicofnon-Englishspeakers,
Pogemillersuggestedthatitmightbe
beneficial toassesstheimpactofimmigra-
tionwavesover timeintermsofsupplemen-
talfundingforareaswhereaneed mayarise
atfirstbuttheneventually plateau.

Discussionofpupilweighting resumed
beforeadjournment, withWedl discussinga
possiblehold harmlessapproachthatwould
ensurethatdistrictswithfeweryoungerthan
older studentswerenotunfairly hitby
revenuereadjustment.

Duetolackoftimethebillwaslaid over
forfurtherdiscussion.

Policybilldiscussed

Sen.LindaSheidpresentedS.F.623,an
administrativeand policybillgenerated by
the Departmentof Children, Familiesand
Learningtothe K-12 Education Budget
Division,Wed. Mar.12.

Provisionsofthebillapprovedforinclu-
sionintheomnibuseducationbillincludea
nonresidenttransportation provisionelimi-
natingtherequirementthatparentsmust
appeal tothe state before theirchildrencan
receivefreetransportationfromanon-resi-
dentdistrictfortravel withintheirresident
district;ahold harmlessprovisionfor
consolidatingschools; FirstGrade Prepared-
nesseligibility terms; entitlementforfour-
year-oldstoreceivetransporttopreparedness
programs;annualizationofdatafor districts
operatinglessthanafullyearduringthe
baseyear;elimination of twospecial educa-
tionrevenueprogramstosimplify reporting
burdens; repealersofthesunsetsonthe
American Indian Education Committeeand
theMulticultural Education Committee;
permissionfordirect Indian post-secondary
preparednessgrantinginsteadofrequiring
publicschool sponsorship;and metromagnet
schoolgranting.

Thecommittee, chairedby Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.), voted tohold over
forfurtherdiscussionsectionsprovidingfor
proposedbuspurchasesetasidesandaswell
astheeliminationofarepealeroftheyear
2000sunseton currenttheeducation
fundingenactedin1992.

S.F.623waslaidoverforfurtherdiscus-
sionduetolackoftime.

Purposeoftestingdiscussed
Isstatewidetesting, asked Rep. Becky
Kelso(DFL-Shakopee),apublicstatement
oranindividual progressindicator? The
Subcommitteeon Statewide Testing,
chairedby Kelsoand Sen. Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpils.)dealtwiththis
question Thurs.,Mar.6, hearing testimony
fromstakeholdersregardingupcomingstate
testing policy. Discussionalsocleavedto
suggestionsand terminology fromacommis-
sioned reportby RobertBruininksofthe
University of Minnesota’s College of

Edicationand Human Development. His
studyisaconsiderationofthefeasibilityand
designofaccountabilitymeasuresthatcould
be usedtoevaluate the performance of
Minnesotaschools. Testingisonecompo-
nentofhisresearch.

“The MEAdoessupportbroad-based,
multi-indicator tests, said Cheryl Furrerof
the Minnesota Teachers Association.
VernaeHasbargenofthe MinnesotaRural
Education Associationtestifiedthatthe
state’sprofileoflearningelementofthe
graduationrulewill be the true reformer of
thesystem.“Testingandgradstandardsare
sameoldsameold,”’shesaid. Hasbargen
tooktheopportunitytoalsourge Legislators
tobecautiousin usingtestscoresto
promote competition betweenschools.
“Sharingwill bediscouraged,”shesaid, “if
schoolsareagressivelycompeting.”

Coalitionfor Childrenwith Disabilities
representative Bob Bricksaid thestatemust
dictatethatall studentstakethetest,or
explicitly provide for alternate methods of
testingstudentswithdisabilities. Otherwise,
hesaid, thereisaveryreal dangerofkids
beingroutedintospecial educationoreven
being held back by schoolsfearing lower
overallclassor school performance.

Thebusinesscommunitywasrepresented
by the MinnesotaBusinessPartnership’s
DuaneBenson,whosaidthatinarecent
surveyofitsmemberemployers,42percent
indicated thathigh school graduatesdid not
haveadequateskillstobeginworkingatthe
expected levels. David Swan, abusiness
owner, echoed thisobservation, butsaidthe
state should notbe spendingmoneyon
assessment, “Testingwill notaccomplishthe
goal ofemployability,” he said.

Bob Meeksof the School Boards Associa-
tionspoke insupportoftesting, butgavethe
panelonecaveat, “Ifwedon'tuse thistestto
booststudentperformance, thanlet'snotdo
it,”hesaid. Inpresentinghisfindings,
RobertBruininksagreed. “the mostdifficult
issue,” hesaid, “isensuring the connection
betweenassessmentandtechingand
learning.” Bruininkssaid presently schools
donotusecommonsetsofstandards. The
guestionofwhethertestsshouldbeprimarily
diagnosticorpublic, hesaid, isinsomeways
uptothetheLegislature. Bywayof affirma-
tion, hesaidreportedresultsoflastyear's
pilotstandardstestingwere notasdiscourag-
ingasthey mightinitiallyseem.“Lastyear,”
hesaid, “80 percentofstudentsbelowthe
cutscorewerewithintenpointsofit. These
studentsaredoing prettywell,aswellasthey
ever haveinhistory. We have tokeep this
inmindasweaskourselvestheserious
guestionsofhowwecanraisethebar.”

LocalandMetropolitan
GovermnmentCommittee

Landusediscussed

The Localand Metropolitan Government
Committeecontinued itsdiscussionofland
useinitiativesMon.,Mar. 10. Chaired by
Sen.JimVickerman (DFL-Tracy), the
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committeealsoadvancedanumberofbills.

S.F.738,authored by Sen. Steven Morse
(DFL-Dakota),andS.F.820, presented by
Sen.JohnHottinger (DFL-Mankato),are
bothland usebills. David Weirens, policy
analystforthe Associationof Minnesota
Counties, said, “Whilewe have concerns
withbothbills, weareconfidentthat S.F.
738, hasthe morecommunity-based
approach of thetwo.” Jim Solemofthe
Metropolitan Council said, “We think the
Hottinger billisthe moreeffective, mostly
becauseofthetimingasitcallsfor some-
thing tobe done now.” Glenn Dorfmann,
speakingon behalfofthe Minnesota Associ-
ationof Realtorssaid, “We supportboth
bills. Thereisaneedfor land use planning,
buttherearetwothingstoconsider--first,
anysortofboundary line needstobecare-
fully considered, becauseonceyoudrawa
line, the priceofland inside the line goes
up; andsecondly, local governmentshould
be involvedintheplanning process.” The
billswere laid over for further consideration.

S.F.612,authoredby Sen.CharlesWiger
(DFL-North St. Paul),authorizesthe Wash-
ington County Board to make the offices of
recorderandauditor/treasurerappointive
ratherthanelective. Thebillwasapproved,
however, and advanced tothe Senatefloor.

Dispositionofother billsproceeded
quickly. S.F.691, presented by Sen. David
Knutson (R-Burnsville),addscertainduties
totheoffice of state demographer. Thebill
was advanced tothe Senate floor. S.F. 200,
authoredby Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-
BrooklynPark), providesfor thecollection,
by the Brooklyn Park Economic Develop-
mentAuthority, ofdelinquentcondomin-
iumassessments. Thebillwasre-referredto
the Committeeon Taxes. Sen. Dan Stevens
(R-Mora)authoredS.F.810,abill relating
tonetdebtlimitsof local government. The
billwas okayedandadvancedtothe
Committeeon Taxes.

Fourbillsokayed

Fourbillswere presented tothe Localand
Metropolitan Government Committee
Weds.,Mar.12. Thecommittee, chaired by
Sen.JimVickerman (DFL-Tracy)advanced
thefourbills.

S.F.647,authoredby Sen. LeonardPrice
(DFL-Woodbury), permits propertyowners
inWashington County tohave personal
information,suchasnamesandaddresses,
deletedfrom listssold by the countyto
marketingandtelemarketingfirms. The
possibility ofextending theoption statewide
wasdiscussed by themembers, someof
whomsaid theywill raise the matterwith
theirconstituents. Thebillwasadvancedin
itsoriginal formtothe Senatefloor.

Vickermanauthoredtwobills. S.F.1071
authorizestheremoval ofremainsburiedin
theold Maplewood Cemeteryin Luvernefor
reburial inthe newMaplewood Cemetery.
Thelegislationisneededbecause Minnesota
cemetery lawissilenton the processfor
disintermentandreburial. Thebillwas
okayedandadvanced tothe Senatefloor.

S.F.869authorizestownsandcountiesto
createboundarycommissions. Boundary
commissionsare permittedonlytocities
under currentlaw. Afteranoralamendment
clarifyingthe language topreventoverlap-
pingjurisdictions, thebillasamendedwas
approved andadvanced tothe Senatefloor.
Sen.SandraPappas(DFL-St. Paul)
presented S.F.525, abillexpanding
evaluationcriteriaused by the Metropolitan
Councilinprocuringwastewater treatment
facilities. Thebillalsoprovidesforinternal
competitive proposalstobeclassifiedas
confidential data. The latter provisiongives
employeesofapolitical subdivisionan
opportunity tobidonaproposal withthe
sameassurancesofconfidentialityasother
entitiesmay expecttoreceive,aprovision
notcoveredunder statuteatthistime.

CommitteeonTaxes

Twobillsadvance

The Subcommitteeon Incomeand Sales
Tax, chaired by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-

Red Wing) movedthreebills, Tues.,Mar.11.

H.F. 293, sponsored by Sen. William
Belanger (R-Bloomington), makes primarily
technical changes. Thesubcommittee
approvedthebillandreferredittothe
Committeeon Taxes.

S.F.541,sponsored by Sen.Warren
Limmer (R-Maple Grove),imposesregula-
tionsonpayrollservicefirmsthatcollect
withholding taxesformorethanone
employerfor the purposeoffilingand
depositingreturnsforthoseemployerswith
thecommissioner of revenue. Thecommit-
teeapprovedthebillandsentittothe
Committeeon Taxes.

S.F.237,sponsored by Sen.John
Hottinger (DFL-Mankato), providesan
income tax credittoindividualsofupto50
percentforcontributions made tononprofit
institutionsofhigherlearningthatare
located within the state, or to nonprofit
organizationsthatareoperatedexclusively
for the benefitof state institutionsof higher
education. Thecreditallowance prompted
discussionamongsome Senatorswhosaid
thatthecreditwasreasonable,andamong
otherswhosaid thatitwastoohigh,and
thatother contributionincentivesshouldbe
explored. Thebillwaslaidover pending
furtherinformationanddiscussion.

Threebillsadvance

The Committeeon Taxes, chaired by
Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower), moved
threebills,Weds.,Mar.12.

S.F.541,sponsored by Sen.Warren
Limmer (R-Maple Grove),imposesregula-
tionsonpayrollservicefirmsthatcollect
withholding taxesformorethanone
employerfor the purposeoffilingand
depositingreturnsforthoseemployerswith
thecommissioner of revenue. Thecommit-
teeapprovedthebillandsentittothe
Committeeon Governmental Operations
andBudget.

S.F.456,sponsored by William Belanger
(R-Bloomington), allowsspecial taxing dis-
trictstomakeupamountsintheircurrent-
year levy certification; requiresthetaxpayer
tobringactionincountytaxcourtfora
disputedamountandallowsthetreasurer,
instead of the county board, torefund
erroneouspayments;and providesthatcities
havinga 1995 populationof5000rlessare
exempted fromthelocal performanceaid
program. Thecommittee approved thebill
andsentittothe Senatefloor.

H.F.293,alsosponsored by Belanger,
makesprimarily technicalandadministra-
tivechanges. Thecommitteeapprovedthe
billandsentittothe Senatefloor.

TransportationBudget
Division dge

Licensebilladvances

The Transportation Budget Division,
chaired by Sen.JanetJohnson (DFL-North
Branch),approvedabill Weds.,Mar.12,
involvinganewdriver’slicensing process.

S.F.599,authoredby Sen. Ember Junge
(DFL-NewHope), establishesyouth-orient-
eddriverimprovementclinics, requiresdri-
versunderage 18tohold instruction permits
for 12 violation-free monthsbefore receiving
atwo-wheeledvehicleendorsement,
establishesagraduated licensingsystemwith
aprovisional licensing phase, requiresatwo-
phasedriver'seducationprogram, restricts
drivingprivilegesfor holdersofinstruction
permitsand provisional licenses, and
requiresaviolation-free periodbefore
advancementtothenextlicensestage.

Thedivisionapprovedanamendmentto
setthe provisional licensefee at $9.50. The
billwasapprovedandsenttothe Transpor-
tation Committee.

S.F.804,sponsoredby Sen. Steve Murphy
(DFL-RedWing),exemptsportdevelop-
ment projectplansfromthestatutorial
requirementthattheybereviewedbythe
Legislaturefollowingtheirentryintoan
assistanceagreementbythecommissionerof
transportation. Thebillauthorizesthe
commissioner topay dredging costs neces-
sarytoopenanewcommercial navigation
facility project, providesaccess toon-shore
facilitiesfromexistingchannels,and
providesforfleetingoperations.

Thedivisionapproved the bill for
incorporationintothe Transportation
BudgetDivisionbill.

S.F.496,authored by Sen. Dennis
Frederickson (R-NewUIlm)allows payment
ofavehicleregistrationtaxtobeprorated
fromthetimeausedvehiclebecomes
subjecttotaxationupontransferfroma
motorvehicledealer,andpermitsadealerto
avoid payingregistration taxwhenitwould
otherwisebecomedueonavehiclethatis
notused, butisheldsolelyforsale. Thebill
further statesthatafterthevehicleissold,
leasedorrented, the newowneror lessee
mustpay the prorated taxfor the remainder
oftheyear. Thecommittee laid the bill
over pendingfurtherinformation.

13



Preview

TheMinnesotaSenateWeek ataGlance

Monday, March 17

AdHocCommitteeon Information Technology
Chair: Sen. SteveKelley

8:30a.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda:Discussion on MNet; overview of
Minnesota Year 2000 Project.

Rulesand Administration Subcommitteeon
Committees

Chair: Sen. Roger D. Moe

8:45a.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:Appointments.

Rulesand Administration Committee

Chair: Sen. Roger D. Moe

9a.m.Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: S.F.90-Cohen: Legislative commit-
teesand commissions. Personnelissues,appoint-
ments.

TheSenatewillmeetat10a.m.

Commerce Subcommitteeon Insurance
Chair: Sen.JohnHottinger

12 noon Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: S.F.1208-Berglin: MinnesotaCare.
S.F.920-Morse: Regulating health plans,
modifyinggrowth limitregulations.

Environmentand\atural ResourcesCommittee
Chair: Sen.Bob Lessard

12 noon Room 107 Capitol

Agenda:Sale of tax forfeited lands: S.F. 307-
Ten Eyck: Cass County. S.F.778-Lourey: Ait-
kin County. S.F. 846-Sams: Becker County. S.F.
867-Hottinger: Conveyance of tax-forfeited
land tocity of Mankato. S.F. 187-Samuelson:
Crow Wing County. S.F. 309-Stevens: Mille
LacsCounty. S.F. 1128-L essard: Private sale of
state lands towild rice lessees.

JudiciaryCommittee

Chair: Sen.JaneRanum

12 noon Room 15 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.97-Betzold: Tuberculosisisolation
anddetention. S.F. 199-Foley: Mortuary
science. S.F.877-Foley: Seatbeltsand child
passenger restraintsystemsevidenceadmissibil-
ity. SF627-Ranum: Expertreview.

CrimePreventionCommittee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

2p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: S.F.133-Kelly: Crime victimimpact
statement, notification, reparations, extension
of victim and witness council. S.F. 364-
Knutson: Crime victim notification, victimand
witness council extension, juvenile data, burden
of proof in child custody, visitation sought by
offender. S.F.772-Kelly, R.C.: Authority of
Ombudsman for Correctionsin local facilities.
S.F.933-Spear: H Sgraduation incen-tives
program. S.F. 1020-Spear: Youth anti-violence
theatergrantprogram. S.F.1175-Ranum:
Juvenile courtauthority over school districts.

LocalandMetropolitanGovernmentCommittee
Chair: Sen.JimVickerman
2p.m.Room 107 Capitol

Agenda:H.F.117/S.F.6-Junge: Local govern-
ment licensing of tobacco sales. S.F. 389-Price:
Individual sewage treatmentsystems. S.F.535-
Wiger: Redesignand employee compensation
for exceeding redesign plangoals. S.F. 723-
Vickerman: Regional developmentcommis-
sions. S.F. 1116-Higgins: Wireless service
providers.

Human ResourcesFinance Committee
Chair:Sen.LindaBerglin

4 p.m.Room 15 Capitol

Agenda:S.F. 1-Samuleson: Welfare reformbill.

EnvironmentandAgricultureBudgetDivision
Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

6:30pm Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.63-Vickerman: Beaver damage
control board. S.F. 453-Frederickson: Carry
forward of SCORE block grantsby OEA.S.F.
720-Dille: Livestock odor research. S.F. 287-
Lessard: Snowmobile registrationfeesandgas
tax revenues tosnowmobiles. S.F.377-Betzold:
City of Fridley loan forgiveness. S.F. 184-
Stevens: Toxics in products law modifications.

Judiciary SubcommitteeonFamily Law

Chair: Sen. LeoFoley

6:30p.m.Room 112
Agenda:S.F.554-Knutson: Changes tochild
supportenforcements. S.F. 830-Cohen: Classify-
ingdataon certainobligors. S.F.913-Cohen:
Child supportenforcementdatadisclosure. S.F.
912-Lourey: Providing for parenteducationand
cooperation for the children program pilot
projects.

LocalandMetropolitanGovermmentCommittee
Chair: Sen.JimVickerman

6:30 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.1140-Janezich: Baseball stadium.

Tuesday, March 18

EnvironmentandAgriculture BudgetDivision
Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

8 a.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda:DNR budgetoverview

Family and Early Childhood Education Budget
Division

Chair: Sen. PatPiper

8a.m.Room 15 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.870-Pappas: Child care demon-
stration projects. S.F. 716-Pappas: Adultbasic
education. S.F. 797-Lourey: Community
collaborative appropriation. S.F. 1193-Foley:
Providing stipends to neighborhood organiza-
tions for the delivery of services tochildrenand
families. S.F.981-Lourey: Child care develop-
menteducation loans; and child care provider
training initiatives. S.F. 1088-Higgins: Early
childhood family education programs. S.F. 690-
Higgins:Basicslidingfeeprogram; portabilityissues;
establishingeligibilitypriority.

Higher Education BudgetDivision

Chair: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf

8a.m.Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.289-Berglin: Welfare reformand

highereducation. S.F. 1075-Murphy: HESO
budget. S.F.692-Hottinger: Tuition reduction.
S.F.713-Kelley, S.P.: ClarifyingMnSCU
mission. S.F. 1313-Stumpf: National Service
Scholars. S.F.1144-Larson: HESO, regulation
of private business, trade and correspondence
schools.

K-12 Education Budget Division
Chair: Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
8a.m.Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Tobeannounced.

HealthandFamily Security Committee

Chair: Sen.JohnHottinger

10a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 760-Kiscaden: DHS health care
forelderly anddisabled. S.F. 1161-Berglin:
Expanding MAeligibility for the elderly waiver
program. Presentation on nursing home mora-
torium by Linda Sutherland, director of Facility
and Provider Compliance Division, DHS.

Jobs, Energyand Community Development
Commitiee

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak

10a.m. Room 123 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.756-Johnson, D.H.: Prohibiting
landlordsfromincluding lease provisions
penalizing tenants for seeking police. S.F.18-
Kelly: Minimumwage.

Governmental OperationsandVeterans
Commitiee

Chair: Sen.JamesMetzen

12 noon Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Tobeannounced.

Transportation BudgetDivision

Chair: Sen.JanetJohnson

12 noon Room 112 Capitol

Agenda:MnDot Metro Division discussionon
unmetneedsin MetroArea. S.F.861-Flynn:
Changing CSAH formula; changing gasoline
tax rates; allowing for Metro Areasalestax. S.F.
520-Kelley, S.: Motor vehicles sales dedication
totransportation fund constitutional amend-
ment. S.F. 1329 - Johnson, D.E.: Motor fuel tax
increase for transportation and transit purposes.

AgricultureandRural DevelopmentCommittee
Chair:Sen.DallasSams

2p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.1181-Moe, R.D.: Industrial hemp
regulationand licensing. S.F.904-Murphy:
Mercury manometer replacement. S.F.1102-
Stumpf: Bakeries inretail food stores regula-
tions. S.F.1111-Fishbach: Changingwell water
testing requirementsfor milk producers.

CommerceCommittee

Chair: Sen.SamSolon

2p.m. Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: SF 316-Junge: Prohibiting certain
brand labels of liquor, prohibiting certain bottle
sizes, regulatinghome delivery of alcoholic
beverages.

Rulesand Administration Subcommitteeon
Senate InformationSystems
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Chair: Sen. LeonardPrice
2p.m. Room 125 Capitol
Agenda: Tobeannounced.

Health and Family Security BudgetDivision
Chair: Sen.Don Samuelson

4p.m. Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: Public testimony onbudget.

Healthand Family Security Committee

Chair: Sen.JohnHottinger

6 p.m.Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: S.F.36-Sams: Assisted living facilities.
S.F.313-Belle Plaine nursing home moratorium
exception. S.F.376-Samuelson: Modifying
provisions for the nursing home medical
assistance certification moratorium. S.F.495-
Novak: Diabetesoutpatient self-management
coverage. S.F. 1146-Solon: Miller-Dwan
medical center asset transfer. S.F.589-
Fredrickson: Nursing facility paymentrates. S.F.
799-Johnson, D.E.: Kandiyohi nursing facility
reimbursementratechange. S.F.806-Klies:
Hospital construction moratorium. S.F.915-
Berglin: Providinganursingfacility rate excep-
tion. S.F. 1174-Berglin: Nursing home morator-
iumexception.

Judiciary Subcommitteeon DataPrivacyand
InformationPolicy

Chair: Sen. DonBetzold

7:30 p.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: S.F.982-Ranum: Recommendations
ofthe Criminal Justice Information Policy work
group. S.F.428-Kelley: North Star on-line
service. S.F. 100-Runbeck: Minnesota Office of
Technology. S.F.502-Betzold: Legislative task
force to make recommendations on information

policy.
Wednesday, March 19

Familyand Early Childhood Education Budget
Division

Chair: Sen. PatPiper

8a.m.Room 15 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.1042-Scheid: Child carefacility
improvementgrants, and capacity building
grants. S.F.623-Scheid: Children, Familiesand
learning Administrative bill, Articles3and 4.
S.F.289-Berglin: Child care assistance under
TANF program.

Higher Education Budget Division

Chair: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf

8a.m.Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:Presentationson U of M Specials. S.F.
1035-Kleis: St. Cloud Hospital/Mayo family
practice residency. S.F. 1054-Murphy: Tech-
nical educationdiplomas.

K-12 EducationBudgetDivision
Chair: Sen. LawrencePogemiller
8a.m.Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Tobeannounced.

Governmental Operationsand Veterans
Committee

Chair: Sen.JamesMetzen

10a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Tobe announced.

TransportationBudgetDivision

Chair: Sen.JanetJohnson

10a.m.Room 112 Capitol
Agenda:Continuationof Tuesday'sagenda.
S.F.1097-Pappas: Revolving loan account.

EnvironmentandNatural ResourcesCommittee
Chair: Sen.BobLessard

12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.574-Scheid: Angling assistance to
disabled. S.F. 288-Lessard: Youth residentsdeer
hunting. S.F. 1115-Novak: Repealing hazardous
products labeling law.

JudiciaryCommittee
Chair: Sen.JaneRanum

12 noon Room 15
Agenda: Tobeannounced.

CrimePreventionCommittee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

2p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.375-Belanger: Fleeingapeace
officer while drivingamotorized recreational
vehicle. S.F. 812-Kelly: Modifying sex offender
community notification law. S.F. 881-Kelly:
Extending sex offender community notification
tofederal offenders. S.F.993-Piper: HIV
prevention relating to correctional officers,
crimevictims, and intravenousdrugusers.

CommerceCommittee

Chair:Sen.Sam Solon

2p.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: S.F.339-Metzen: Omnibusbanking
bill (alsoincludes S.F.872andS.F.282). S.F.
868-Higgins: Minneapolis Building contractors.
S.F. 1094-Scheid: Regulating compensation by
licensee totenantsfor referrals.

Governmental OperationsBudgetDivision
Chair: Sen. LeonardPrice

2p.m. 125 Capitol
Agenda:Budgetpresentations: Capitol Area
Architectural & Planning Board, Ethical
Practices Board and Arts Board.

Legislative CommissiononPensionsand
Retirerment

Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

2p.m.Room 112 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.51-Janezich/H.F. 73-Rukavina:
Eveleth Policeand Fire. S.F. 798-Johnson,
D.H./H.F.907-Garcia: Richfield Fire.S.F.1113-
Solon: Duluth Fire. S.F.1183-Kelly, R.C./H.F.
1267-Osthoff: St. Paul Policeand Fire. H.F.
1273-Knoblach: Local Policeand Fire legal
expenses. S.F.717-Metzen/H.F. 796-Delmont:
Deferred compensation.

LocalandMetropolitanGovernmentCommittee
Chair:Sen.JimVickerman

2 p.m.Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.738-Morseand S.F. 820-
Hottinger: Land use planningbill.

CrimePreventionandJudiciary BudgetDivision
Chair: Sen.RandyKelly

4p.m. Room 107 Capitol

Agenda: Tobe announced.

EconomicDevelopmentBudgetDivision
Chair: Sen. Tracy Beckman

4p.m.Room 118 Capitol

Agenda: Dept. of Public Service budget.

EducationFinanceCommittee

Chair: Sen.Keith Langseth

4p.m.Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: Familyinvolvementeducational programs.

Health and Family Security BudgetDivision
Chair: Sen. Don Samuelson

4 p.m. Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Testimony ongovernor’'s budget.

Property Taxesand Local Government Budget
Division

Chair: Sen.SandraPappas

4p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda:LGAand HACA proposals.

HealthandFamily Security Committee
Chair: Sen.JohnHottinger

6 p.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: S.F.1158-Kiscaden: Changing
provisionsfor familiesand children healthcare.
(Consumer protection health carebills if passed
outof commerce committee.) S.F. 122-
Robertson: DHS adoption bill. S.F.210-
Knutson: DHSfoster care/heritage act. S.F.
813-Ranum: Relative care and open adoption
agreements. S.F. 747-Knutson: Providinga
uniform process for CHIPS children.

JointSenate Local and Metropolitan Govern-
mentCommitteeand House Local Govern-
mentand Metropolitan AffairsCommittee
Chairs: Sen. JimVickermanandRep. AnnRest

7 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda:Presentation on “State of the State” of
Minnesota Indian Tribes.

JudiciaryCommittee

Chair: Sen.JaneRanum

7 p.m. Room- to be announced
Agenda: Tobeannounced.

Thursday, March20

TheSenatewillmeetat8a.m.

Healthand Family Security Committee
Chair: Sen. JohnHottinger

10a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: S.F.328-Lourey: DHS surcharge/
provider tax bill. Testimony on provider tax.

Jobs, Energyand Community Development
Commitiee

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak

10a.m.Room 123 Capitol

Agenda:S.F. XXXX: Convention center.
Housing, economic development, job training
initiatives.

Governmental Operationsand Veterans
Committee

Chair: Sen.James Metzen

12 noon Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: Tobeannounced.

Transportation BudgetDivision

Chair: Sen.JanetJohnson

12 noon Room 112 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.1189-Flynn: Transitassistance.
S.F. 984-Flynn:Delinquent traffic offense fines.

AgricultureandRural DevelopmentCommittee
Chair: Sen.DallasSams

2p.m. Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.338-Sams: Agricultural land
ownership limitation changesfor corporations,
LLCs, pensionor investment funds, and limited
partnerships. S.F.560-Pariseau: Changing
fertilizer feesand reporting requirements. S.F.
1292-Morse: Rural dispute resolution procedure.
S.F.1134-Sams: Feedlotpermitrules.
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CommerceCommittee vehicle DWI violations. S.F. 959-Spear: EnvironmentandNatural ResourcesCommittee

Chair: Sen.SamSolon

2p.m. Room 112 Capitol

Agenda:Omnibus Liquor bill: S.F. 277-Solon:
Importing malt liquor toacentral distribution
warehouse--also containing the following liquor
bills: S.F. 149-Lourey: Modifying time of day for
saleofliquor; S.F. 162-Langseth: 3liquor
licensesinMoorhead: S.F. 469-Lesewski:
Modifying liability insurance for liquor retailers;
S.F.1221-Oliver: Sale of 3.2 maltliquoron
Sundays10am; S.F.1270-Janezich: Sale of
liquor atcommunity eventsby anon-sale
license holder; S.F. 1326-Wiger: Allowing
liquor to be sold at St. Paul Civic Center during
professional sporting events.

EnvironmentandAgriculture Budget Division
Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

4p.m.Room 107 Capitol

Agenda:DNR budgetoverview. S.F.317-Ten
Eyck: Wind damage mitigation. S.F.538-
Johnson, D.J.: White pine forests appropriation.

Healthand Family Security Committee
Chair: Sen.JohnHottinger

6 p.m.Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: S.F.991-Piper: HIV educationand
prevention. Billsfrom other committees.

Localand Metropolitan Government Commit-
&

Chair: Sen.JimVickerman
6 p.m. Room 15 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.1140-Janezich: Baseball stadium.

CrimePreventionCommittee

Chair: Sen. Allan Spear

7 p.m. Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 285-Marty: DWI license plate
impoundmentand forfeiture. S.F. 372-Junge:
DW] felony. S.F. 579-Marty: DWI suspicion-
lessstops. S.F. 587-Knutson: Two-year
enhanced DWI gross misdemeanor. S.F. 614-
Neuville: DWI revocation period, license
reinstatement. S.F. 632-Knutson: DWI license
plate impoundmentexpandsion. S.F. 633-
Knutson: Recreational vehicle, motorboat DWI
implied consent; DWI priorsand evidence. S.F.
942-Junge: DWI evidence; expansion of
forfeiture priors; BAC ondriving record. S.F.
947-Neuville: Double revocation, up to $1,000
assessmentpenaltiesforover 0.20 BAC
violators. S.F.956-Knutson: Commercial

Comprehensive enhanced penaltiesand
requirementsfor over 0.20 BAC DWl violators.
S.F. 962-Wiener: 0.06 per se BAC for criminal
vehicular homicideor injury ifdriver hasprior
DWI's. S.F. 985-Foley: DWI procedures;
health professional reporting of DWI injuries.

Friday, March21

Family and Early Childhood Education Budget
Division

Chair: Sen. PatPiper

8a.m.Room 15 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.XXXX-Piper: Familyandearly
childhood education omnibus budgetbill.

Higher Education BudgetDivision

Chair: Sen. LeRoy Stumpf

8a.m.Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.521-Ten Eyck: Repaymentof law
school loans. S.F. 701-Pariseau: Changing
residency requirement for Minnesotansafter
military duty. S.F. 326-Stumpf: Wheat scab
research. S.F.833-Larson: Audits of student
associations; revoking some mandatory fees.

K-12 Education Budget Division
Chair: Sen. LawrencePogemiller
8a.m.Room 112 Capitol
Agenda: Tobeannounced.

Healthand Family Security Committee

Chair: Sen.JohnHottinger

10a.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 391-Solon: ICF/MR reimburse-
mentgeographicdesignationchange. S.F.28-
Samuelson: ICF rate imposition. S.F.552-
Samuelson: Nursinghome reimbursement. S.F.
921-Morse: Establishinganalternative quality
assurance pilot projectin Southeastern MN.
S.F.754-Betzold: Separate annual audit
exception for acounty operated day training
and habilitation program. S.F. 1034-Betzold:
Twointermediate care facilities reconfiguration
project. S.F. 1160-Lesewski: Lyon County ICF
downsizing project.

Jobs, Energy and Community Development
Committee

Chair: Sen. Steven Novak

10a.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: Telecommunication issues.

Chair: Sen.Bob Lessard

12 noon Room 107 Capitol
Agenda:S.F.63-Vickerman: Beaver damage
control board. S.F. 1346-Dille: State review of
county feedlots. S.F.892-Lessard: Shooting
hoursfor migratorygamebirds. S.F.448-
Janezich: Expanding membershipon Mineral
ggggginaﬁng Committee. Otherbillsmay be

Crime Prevention and Judiciary Budget
Division

Chair: Sen. Randy Kelly

2 p.m. Room 15 Capitol

Agenda: To be announced.

Judiciary Subcommittee on Family Law
Chair: Sen. Leo Foley

2 p.m. Room 123 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 930-Junge: Providing require-
ments for family visitation centers. S.F. 241-
Kiscaden: Modifying the definition of domestic
abuse.

Legislative Commission on Pensions and
Retirement

Chair: Sen. Steven Morse

2 p.m. Room 112 Capitol

Agenda: S.F. 995-Morse/H.F. 1129-Kahn:

TRA, change in sabbatical leave contribution
amounts. S.F. 997-Morse/H.F. 1128-Kahn:
Higher education supplemental plan, modifica-
tion in contribution rate. S.F. 922-Morse/H.F.
1127-Kahn: IRAP, various administrative
changes. S.F. 996-Morse/H.F. 1130-Kahn: IRAP
and higher education supplemental plan, various
administrative changes. S.F. 1171-Morse/H.F.
1270-Kahn: TRA and IRAP, maodification in
reporting and remittance requirements.

Property Taxes and Local Government
Budget Division

Chair: Sen. Sandra Pappas

2 p.m. Room 107Capitol

Agenda: FIF bills.

Judiciary Subcommittee on Data Privacy and
Information Policy

Chair: Sen. Don Betzold

4:30 p.m. Room 125 Capitol

Agenda: To be announced.
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